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Professional Certificate in Clinical Risk Management

Risk Identification and Assessment in Healthcare

Adverse Event

Concept: Any unintended injury or complication that results in a negative outcome for a patient, which may
be caused by healthcare management rather than the underlying disease. Related terms: Patient safety
incident, Harm, Near miss

Explanation: An adverse event is identified through incident reporting, chart review, or patient complaints
and is classified by severity and preventability. Example: A patient receives a medication dose that is ten
times higher than prescribed, leading to toxicity. Practical application: Documentation of the eventin a
root-cause analysis database enables trend analysis and the development of corrective actions. Challenges:
Distinguishing between adverse events and disease progression, and ensuring consistent reporting across
disciplines.

Adverse Event Reporting System (AERS)

Concept: A structured platform for collecting, analyzing, and disseminating information about adverse
events within a healthcare organization. Related terms: Incident reporting, Pharmacovigilance, Safety
dashboard

Explanation: AERS provides a standardized form for staff to submit details such as event type, contributing
factors, and outcomes, facilitating timely risk assessment. Example: An electronic AERS module prompts a
nurse to record a medication error, linking it automatically to the patient’s electronic health record. Practical
application: Data from AERS can be aggregated to identify high-frequency error types, informing targeted
education and system redesign. Challenges: Under-reporting due to fear of blame, and maintaining data
quality amidst high reporting volumes.

Algorithmic Risk Scoring

Concept: The use of computational models that assign numerical risk values to patients or processes based
on predefined variables. Related terms: Predictive analytics, Clinical decision support, Risk stratification
Explanation: Algorithms combine factors such as age, comorbidities, and procedure type to generate a
score that predicts likelihood of harm. Example: A surgical risk calculator assigns a 15% probability of
postoperative infection for a diabetic patient undergoing orthopedic surgery. Practical application: Scores
guide pre-operative optimization, resource allocation, and informed consent discussions. Challenges:
Algorithm transparency, bias in input data, and the need for continuous validation against real-world
outcomes.

Antecedent Conditions
Concept: Patient-specific factors existing before a healthcare encounter that increase susceptibility to
adverse outcomes. Related terms: Risk factors, Baseline characteristics, Comorbidities
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Explanation: These conditions are identified during risk assessment to tailor preventive strategies. Example:
Chronic kidney disease is an antecedent condition that heightens risk for contrast-induced nephropathy
during imaging. Practical application: Pre-procedure checklists flag antecedent conditions, prompting
alternative diagnostic pathways or prophylactic measures. Challenges: Comprehensive documentation of all
relevant antecedents and updating them as patient status evolves.

Barrier Analysis

Concept: A systematic method for identifying obstacles that impede safe practice and for developing
interventions to remove them. Related terms: Root cause analysis, Failure mode, Systemic factors
Explanation: The analysis maps each step of a clinical process, highlighting physical, cognitive, or
organizational barriers. Example: In a medication administration process, a barrier analysis reveals that the
electronic prescribing interface lacks allergy alerts. Practical application: Findings lead to software upgrades
and staff training, reducing the likelihood of similar errors. Challenges: Engaging frontline staff to accurately
report barriers and distinguishing between root causes and superficial symptoms.

Benchmarking

Concept: Comparing an organization’s risk metrics against industry standards or peer institutions to gauge
performance. Related terms: Performance metrics, Best practices, Peer review

Explanation: Benchmarking uses publicly available data or collaborative registries to set realistic
improvement targets. Example: A hospital’s central line-associated bloodstream infection (CLABSI) rate is
compared to national averages to identify gaps. Practical application: Results drive quality improvement
initiatives, such as adopting evidence-based insertion bundles. Challenges: Variability in data collection
methods across institutions and ensuring that benchmarks are adjusted for case mix.

Clinical Decision Support (CDS)

Concept: Technology that provides clinicians with patient-specific assessments or recommendations to
enhance decision making. Related terms: Electronic health record, Alert fatigue, Knowledge base
Explanation: CDS integrates risk assessment tools within the workflow, delivering real-time guidance on
potential hazards. Example: An alert warns a prescriber when a drug interaction could precipitate a fall in an
elderly patient. Practical application: Embedding CDS reduces medication errors and supports adherence to
clinical pathways. Challenges: Balancing alert sensitivity with specificity to prevent alert fatigue, and
maintaining up-to-date knowledge bases.

Clinical Governance

Concept: A framework through which healthcare organizations are accountable for continuously improving
service quality and safety. Related terms: Quality assurance, Risk management, Accountability

Explanation: Governance structures define roles, responsibilities, and processes for risk identification,
assessment, and mitigation. Example: A risk committee reviews quarterly reports on surgical complications
and recommends policy revisions. Practical application: Clear governance ensures that risk findings translate
into actionable improvement plans. Challenges: Aligning governance activities with frontline practice and
avoiding bureaucratic overload.
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Clinical Hazard

Concept: Any circumstance or condition that has the potential to cause patient harm if not controlled.
Related terms: Risk, Safety threat, Vulnerability

Explanation: Hazards are identified through process mapping, audits, and incident analyses. Example: A
storage closet located near a medication preparation area poses a contamination hazard. Practical
application: Relocating the closet eliminates the hazard, reducing infection risk. Challenges: Recognizing
latent hazards that may not produce immediate incidents.

Clinical Incident

Concept: An event or circumstance that could have resulted, or did result, in unintended harm to a patient.
Related terms: Near miss, Adverse event, Safety breach

Explanation: Incidents are captured in reporting systems and investigated to determine underlying causes.
Example: A patient is almost given the wrong blood type but the error is intercepted before transfusion.
Practical application: Near-miss analysis uncovers system weaknesses, prompting preventive redesign.
Challenges: Encouraging staff to report incidents without fear of punitive action.

Clinical Risk Register

Concept: A living document that lists identified risks, their likelihood, impact, and mitigation strategies.
Related terms: Risk matrix, Control measures, Monitoring plan

Explanation: The register is reviewed regularly to track risk status and effectiveness of interventions.
Example: The register includes a risk for medication reconciliation errors with a mitigation plan of
pharmacist-led verification. Practical application: Prioritizing risks enables efficient allocation of resources to
high-impact areas. Challenges: Keeping the register current and ensuring that mitigation actions are
implemented and evaluated.

Clinical Workflow Analysis

Concept: Examination of the sequence of tasks, information flow, and interactions among staff during
patient care. Related terms: Process mapping, Workload assessment, Human factors

Explanation: Workflow analysis reveals points where errors are likely to arise due to complexity or
interruptions. Example: Analysis shows that nurses receive medication orders during shift handover,
increasing transcription errors. Practical application: Redesigning the workflow to separate order entry from
handover reduces errors. Challenges: Obtaining accurate time-motion data and accommodating variability
in clinical practice.

Confounding Variable

Concept: An extraneous factor that influences both the exposure and outcome, potentially biasing risk
assessment results. Related terms: Bias, Covariate, Effect modifier

Explanation: Identifying confounders is essential when interpreting observational data on risk. Example: In
studying infection rates after surgery, patient age may confound the relationship between operative time
and infection. Practical application: Statistical adjustment or stratification controls for confounding, yielding
more valid risk estimates. Challenges: Detecting hidden confounders and acquiring sufficient data for
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adjustment.

Contributory Factor

Concept: Any element that plays a role in the occurrence of a safety incident, including human, technical, or
organizational aspects. Related terms: Root cause, Causal factor, Systemic issue

Explanation: Contributory factors are identified during incident investigations and inform corrective actions.
Example: Fatigue due to long shift hours contributed to a medication dosage error. Practical application:
Implementing shift-rotation policies addresses the identified factor. Challenges: Disentangling multiple
interacting factors and avoiding over-simplification.

Control Measure

Concept: An intervention designed to reduce the probability or impact of an identified risk. Related terms:
Mitigation strategy, Safeguard, Preventive action

Explanation: Controls can be administrative (policy), technical (equipment), or procedural (checklists).
Example: Introducing barcode scanning for medication administration serves as a control measure against
wrong-patient errors. Practical application: Monitoring compliance with the scanning protocol ensures its
effectiveness. Challenges: Ensuring that controls do not create new complexities or unintended
consequences.

Critical Incident Technique (CIT)

Concept: A qualitative method for collecting detailed narratives of events that had a significant impact on
patient safety. Related terms: Focus groups, Structured interview, Narrative analysis

Explanation: Participants describe what went well or poorly, allowing extraction of risk themes. Example:
Surgeons recount a critical incident where equipment failure led to intra-operative hemorrhage. Practical
application: Themes derived from CIT guide targeted training and equipment maintenance policies.
Challenges: Recall bias and the need for skilled facilitators to elicit rich information.

Data Integrity

Concept: The accuracy, completeness, and reliability of information used for risk assessment. Related terms:
Data quality, Validation, Auditing

Explanation: High data integrity underpins credible risk analyses and decision-making. Example: Incomplete
documentation of a patient’s allergy history compromises the reliability of a medication safety audit.
Practical application: Routine data audits and automated validation rules improve integrity. Challenges:
Integrating disparate data sources and managing large volumes of clinical information.

Decision Tree Analysis

Concept: A graphical representation of possible outcomes, probabilities, and associated risks for a given
clinical decision. Related terms: Probabilistic modeling, Sensitivity analysis, Flowchart

Explanation: Decision trees help clinicians weigh benefits against potential harms. Example: A decision tree
compares the risk of radiation exposure from CT scanning versus missed diagnosis of pulmonary embolism.
Practical application: The tool supports shared decision-making with patients by visualizing trade-offs.

Read online: https://certificates.gsbf.co.uk/glossaries/27484057 /risk- Greenwich School of Business and Finance - 02 Aug 2026
identification-and-assessment-in-healthcare



GSBF

Greenwich School of
Business and Finance

Change your life. Start from here

Challenges: Assigning accurate probabilities and updating the tree as evidence evolves.

Deviation Management

Concept: Processes for detecting, documenting, and correcting departures from standard operating
procedures. Related terms: Non-conformance, Corrective action, Process variance

Explanation: Prompt management of deviations prevents escalation into adverse events. Example: A lab
technician discovers a reagent was prepared at the wrong temperature, prompting a deviation report.
Practical application: Root-cause analysis of the deviation leads to revised SOPs and retraining. Challenges:
Encouraging timely reporting and ensuring that deviations are not dismissed as trivial.

Diagnostic Error

Concept: Failure to establish an accurate and timely explanation of a patient’s health problem, or failure to
communicate that explanation to the patient. Related terms: Misdiagnosis, Delayed diagnosis,
Overdiagnosis

Explanation: Diagnostic errors are identified through chart review, patient follow-up, or malpractice claims.
Example: A pulmonary embolism is missed on initial imaging, resulting in delayed treatment and
complications. Practical application: Implementing diagnostic checklists for high-risk presentations reduces
missed diagnoses. Challenges: Cognitive biases, time pressures, and limited access to advanced imaging.

Discharge Planning Risk

Concept: Potential hazards associated with the transition from acute care to home or another care setting.
Related terms: Continuity of care, Medication reconciliation, Readmission risk

Explanation: Inadequate discharge planning can lead to medication errors, falls, or premature readmission.
Example: A patient is discharged without clear instructions on wound care, leading to infection. Practical
application: Structured discharge protocols that include patient education and follow-up appointments
mitigate these risks. Challenges: Coordinating among multidisciplinary teams and ensuring patient
comprehension.

Dosage Error

Concept: Administration of a medication dose that deviates from the prescribed amount, either by excess or
deficiency. Related terms: Medication error, Overdose, Under-dose

Explanation: Dosage errors commonly arise from calculation mistakes, misreading orders, or equipment
malfunction. Example: A child receives an adult dose of an antibiotic, resulting in toxicity. Practical
application: Implementing weight-based dosing calculators and double-check procedures reduces
occurrence. Challenges: Maintaining staff competence in calculations and integrating technology without
over-reliance.

Duplicate Therapy

Concept: Simultaneous administration of two or more medications with overlapping pharmacologic effects,
increasing risk of adverse outcomes. Related terms: Polypharmacy, Drug interaction, Therapeutic
redundancy
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Explanation: Duplicate therapy is identified through medication reconciliation and electronic prescribing
alerts. Example: A patient receives both ibuprofen and naproxen, elevating gastrointestinal bleeding risk.
Practical application: Clinical decision support prompts prescribers to review and discontinue redundant
agents. Challenges: Alert fatigue and ensuring that alerts are clinically relevant.

Effective Risk Communication

Concept: The process of conveying risk information clearly, accurately, and empathetically to stakeholders,
including patients, staff, and leadership. Related terms: Transparency, Stakeholder engagement, Message
framing

Explanation: Good communication builds trust and facilitates shared decision-making. Example: A surgeon
explains the 5% infection risk of a procedure using visual aids and plain language. Practical application:
Standardized risk communication templates improve consistency across providers. Challenges: Tailoring
messages to diverse health literacy levels and managing emotional responses.

Environmental Scan

Concept: A systematic review of the internal and external factors that influence an organization’s risk profile.
Related terms: SWOT analysis, Context assessment, Market trends

Explanation: The scan identifies emerging threats such as new regulations or technology changes. Example:
An environmental scan reveals upcoming national guidelines on antimicrobial stewardship that will affect
prescribing practices. Practical application: Proactive policy updates align the organization with forthcoming
standards. Challenges: Keeping the scan up-to-date and integrating findings into strategic planning.

Event Tree Analysis (ETA)

Concept: A forward-looking method that maps possible outcomes following an initiating event, illustrating
pathways to success or failure. Related terms: Fault tree analysis, Scenario modeling, Outcome mapping
Explanation: ETA helps quantify the likelihood of various consequences and identify points for intervention.
Example: After a medication dispensing error, ETA traces potential outcomes ranging from harmless
correction to severe patient harm. Practical application: Identifying high-impact branches guides the
implementation of safeguards such as double-verification. Challenges: Accurately estimating probabilities
for each branch and accounting for human variability.

Failure Mode and Effects Analysis (FMEA)

Concept: A proactive, systematic approach to identify where and how a process might fail, and assess the
impact of those failures. Related terms: Risk priority number, Process mapping, Preventive analysis
Explanation: Teams assign scores for severity, occurrence, and detection to prioritize risks. Example: In a
chemotherapy infusion process, a failure mode is “pump programming error,” with high severity due to
potential overdose. Practical application: High-scoring items trigger redesigns such as automated
verification steps. Challenges: Time-intensive nature of FMEA and ensuring multidisciplinary participation.

Fire Safety Risk
Concept: The potential for fire-related incidents within a healthcare facility, which can jeopardize patient
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and staff safety. Related terms: Hazard assessment, Emergency preparedness, Building codes

Explanation: Risk identification includes evaluating electrical equipment, oxygen sources, and combustible
materials. Example: A storage area for oxygen cylinders near a heat source presents a fire safety risk.
Practical application: Relocating cylinders and installing fire-suppression systems mitigates the hazard.
Challenges: Balancing accessibility of essential supplies with fire safety requirements.

Force Majeure

Concept: Unforeseeable circumstances that prevent the normal execution of healthcare services, potentially
creating new risks. Related terms: Disaster, Contingency planning, Business continuity

Explanation: Events such as natural disasters or pandemics are classified as force majeure, prompting
activation of emergency protocols. Example: A hurricane forces the closure of a regional hospital, requiring
patient transfers and risking continuity of care. Practical application: Pre-established mutual-aid agreements
ensure rapid patient relocation. Challenges: Maintaining up-to-date contingency plans and allocating
resources for low-probability, high-impact events.

Fraud Risk

Concept: The possibility of deliberate deception for personal or financial gain that can compromise patient
safety and organizational integrity. Related terms: Compliance, Auditing, Ethical breach

Explanation: Fraud can manifest as billing for services not rendered, falsifying documentation, or diverting
medication. Example: A staff member alters medication administration records to conceal a diversion of
controlled substances. Practical application: Regular audits and segregation of duties reduce opportunities
for fraud. Challenges: Detecting sophisticated schemes and fostering a culture of ethical vigilance.

Hazard Identification

Concept: The systematic process of recognizing potential sources of harm within clinical environments.
Related terms: Risk identification, Threat analysis, Safety inspection

Explanation: Techniques include walkthroughs, checklists, and stakeholder interviews to uncover latent
hazards. Example: A hazard identification tour discovers that infusion pumps are stored in a cluttered area,
increasing trip risk. Practical application: Relocating equipment and establishing tidy-up protocols eliminate
the identified hazard. Challenges: Ensuring comprehensive coverage of all care areas and updating findings
as environments evolve.

Human Factors Engineering (HFE)

Concept: The discipline of designing systems, tools, and processes that accommodate human capabilities
and limitations. Related terms: Ergonomics, Cognitive load, System design

Explanation: HFE insights improve safety by reducing reliance on memory and minimizing error-prone
interactions. Example: Designing medication labels with large, high-contrast fonts reduces misreading of
drug names. Practical application: Incorporating HFE principles into electronic health record interfaces
enhances usability. Challenges: Balancing technical constraints with optimal human-centered design.

Incident Reporting Culture
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Concept: An organizational environment that encourages transparent, non-punitive reporting of safety
events. Related terms: Just culture, Safety climate, Reporting incentives

Explanation: A positive culture increases the volume and quality of data available for risk assessment.
Example: A hospital implements anonymous reporting options, leading to a 30% rise in submitted
near-misses. Practical application: Regular feedback to staff on actions taken from reports reinforces trust.
Challenges: Overcoming entrenched fear of blame and ensuring that reported data leads to visible change.

Infection Control Risk

Concept: The likelihood of healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) arising from lapses in sterile technique,
environmental hygiene, or antimicrobial stewardship. Related terms: HAI, Cross-contamination, Pathogen
transmission

Explanation: Risk assessment examines hand hygiene compliance, equipment sterilization, and isolation
precautions. Example: Low adherence to central line insertion bundles correlates with increased CLABSI
rates. Practical application: Targeted education and bundle audits reduce infection incidence. Challenges:
Sustaining high compliance over time and addressing multidrug-resistant organisms.

Information Governance

Concept: Policies and procedures that ensure the proper management of health information, safeguarding
confidentiality while enabling risk analysis. Related terms: Data security, Privacy, Record management
Explanation: Robust governance supports accurate risk reporting and complies with regulatory mandates.
Example: A data-sharing agreement outlines how patient safety data can be aggregated across facilities
without violating HIPAA. Practical application: Secure data repositories allow analysts to mine incident
trends safely. Challenges: Balancing data accessibility with privacy protections and managing consent
requirements.

Incident Severity Classification

Concept: A tiered system that categorizes safety events based on the degree of harm or potential harm
incurred. Related terms: Severity index, Grading scale, Harm level

Explanation: Common classifications include “no harm,” "mild,” “moderate,” and “severe.”

Example: A medication error that required temporary monitoring is classified as “moderate” severity.
Practical application: Severity levels inform prioritization of investigations and resource allocation.
Challenges: Achieving inter-rater reliability and avoiding subjective bias in classification.

Interdisciplinary Risk Review Committee

Concept: A group composed of clinicians, managers, and quality professionals who evaluate identified risks
and approve mitigation plans. Related terms: Risk governance, Multidisciplinary team, Oversight board
Explanation: The committee reviews risk registers, monitors control effectiveness, and recommends policy
updates. Example: The committee approves a new protocol for surgical time-out verification after reviewing
recent wrong-site surgery incidents. Practical application: Structured decision-making ensures that
mitigation actions are evidence-based and feasible. Challenges: Scheduling regular meetings and
reconciling differing professional perspectives.
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Key Performance Indicator (KPI)

Concept: Quantifiable measures used to evaluate the success of risk management activities and patient
safety initiatives. Related terms: Metric, Benchmark, Dashboard

Explanation: KPIs track trends such as incident reporting rates, time to closure, and compliance percentages.
Example: A KPI showing 95% compliance with hand-washing audits indicates strong infection control
performance. Practical application: KPI dashboards provide real-time visibility for leadership to intervene
promptly. Challenges: Selecting meaningful indicators that reflect true safety performance rather than
process artifacts.

Likelihood Assessment

Concept: Estimating the probability that a specific risk will materialize within a defined timeframe. Related
terms: Probability, Frequency, Risk probability

Explanation: Likelihood is often expressed qualitatively (e.G., Rare, occasional) or quantitatively (e.G., 1 In
10,000). Example: The likelihood of a medication error in a high-alert drug area is assessed as “occasional”
based on past data. Practical application: Combining likelihood with impact determines overall risk priority.
Challenges: Limited historical data and variability in clinical contexts can hinder accurate estimation.

Loss of Function Risk

Concept: The potential for a medical device or system failure that results in loss of its intended therapeutic
or diagnostic function. Related terms: Equipment failure, System downtime, Device reliability

Explanation: Risk assessments evaluate maintenance schedules, redundancy, and user training. Example: A
ventilator malfunction during an ICU shift poses a loss of function risk to critically ill patients. Practical
application: Preventive maintenance contracts and backup equipment policies mitigate this risk. Challenges:
Predicting rare failures and ensuring rapid response capabilities.

Medication Reconciliation

Concept: The process of creating an accurate list of a patient’s current medicines and comparing it with new
orders to prevent discrepancies. Related terms: Pharmacy verification, Transition of care, Drug list
Explanation: Effective reconciliation reduces adverse drug events during admissions, transfers, and
discharges. Example: A pharmacist discovers that a patient's home antihypertensive was omitted from the
admission orders, prompting correction. Practical application: Integrated electronic tools that flag
mismatches streamline the reconciliation process. Challenges: Time constraints, incomplete patient histories,
and communication gaps between settings.

Mitigation Planning

Concept: Developing actionable steps to reduce either the likelihood or impact of an identified risk. Related
terms: Control measures, Action plan, Risk reduction

Explanation: Plans specify responsible parties, timelines, and performance metrics. Example: To mitigate
surgical site infection risk, a plan includes implementing pre-operative chlorhexidine bathing and staff
education. Practical application: Monitoring adherence to the plan ensures that mitigation is effective.
Challenges: Aligning mitigation activities with existing workflows and securing necessary resources.
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Near Miss

Concept: An event that could have resulted in patient harm but was intercepted before any injury occurred.
Related terms: Close call, Safety incident, Pre-incident

Explanation: Near-miss reporting provides valuable insight into system vulnerabilities without actual patient
damage. Example: A nurse catches a dose-calculation error before administering the medication. Practical
application: Analyzing near-misses helps refine preventive safeguards and training programs. Challenges:
Encouraging reporting of events that did not cause harm and distinguishing true near-misses from trivial
deviations.

Non-Compliance Risk

Concept: The danger that arises when staff fail to adhere to established policies, procedures, or regulatory
requirements. Related terms: Protocol breach, Policy violation, Regulatory risk

Explanation: Non-compliance can lead to legal penalties, financial loss, and patient harm. Example: Failure
to document informed consent appropriately exposes the institution to malpractice claims. Practical
application: Audits and real-time alerts promote compliance with critical processes. Challenges:
Over-regulation fatigue and ensuring that compliance checks do not impede clinical efficiency.

Occupational Safety Risk

Concept: Potential hazards that affect healthcare workers, including exposure to bloodborne pathogens,
sharps injuries, and ergonomic strain. Related terms: Workplace safety, Employee health, Hazardous
exposure

Explanation: Assessing occupational risks protects staff and indirectly safeguards patients. Example:
Repeated lifting of heavy equipment without assistive devices increases musculoskeletal injury risk. Practical
application: Implementing mechanical lifts and training programs reduces injury incidence. Challenges:
Balancing patient care demands with staff safety and maintaining compliance with safety protocols.

Operational Risk

Concept: Risks arising from deficiencies in internal processes, systems, or people that affect the delivery of
healthcare services. Related terms: Process risk, Systemic risk, Business risk

Explanation: Operational risk includes scheduling errors, supply chain disruptions, and IT system outages.
Example: A failure in the pharmacy’s automated dispensing system delays medication delivery to the ward.
Practical application: Contingency plans and redundancy measures ensure continuity of care. Challenges:
Identifying hidden interdependencies and managing resource constraints.

Outcome Measure

Concept: A quantifiable indicator used to assess the results of clinical care, often linked to safety or quality.
Related terms: Performance metric, Clinical outcome, Indicator

Explanation: Outcome measures help evaluate the effectiveness of risk mitigation strategies. Example: The
30-day readmission rate after heart failure discharge serves as an outcome measure for discharge planning
risk. Practical application: Tracking this measure over time informs adjustments to transitional care
protocols. Challenges: Attribution of outcomes to specific interventions amid multiple influencing factors.
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Patient Safety Culture Survey

Concept: A tool used to gauge staff perceptions of safety practices, communication openness, and
organizational commitment to safety. Related terms: Safety climate, Survey instrument, Staff attitudes
Explanation: Survey results highlight areas for cultural improvement and guide training initiatives. Example:
Survey findings reveal low confidence in error-reporting mechanisms, prompting leadership to adopt a
just-culture policy. Practical application: Periodic surveys monitor progress and benchmark against industry
standards. Challenges: Achieving high response rates and translating subjective data into concrete actions.

Patient Safety Incident

Concept: Any occurrence that results in, or has the potential to result in, unintended or unnecessary harm to
a patient. Related terms: Adverse event, Near miss, Safety breach

Explanation: Incidents are captured through reporting systems, root-cause analysis, and chart audits.
Example: A surgical instrument is inadvertently left inside a patient, constituting a serious safety incident.
Practical application: Post-incident investigations lead to protocol revisions such as mandatory instrument
counts. Challenges: Timely detection, thorough documentation, and preventing recurrence.

Process Mapping

Concept: Visual representation of the sequence of steps, decision points, and handoffs within a clinical
workflow. Related terms: Flowchart, Workflow analysis, Value stream

Explanation: Mapping clarifies responsibilities and highlights inefficiencies or error-prone areas. Example: A
process map of medication administration reveals a redundant verification step that causes delays. Practical
application: Streamlining the process improves efficiency while maintaining safety checks. Challenges:
Capturing all variations in practice and keeping maps current as processes evolve.

Probabilistic Risk Assessment (PRA)

Concept: A quantitative method that uses probability theory to evaluate the likelihood and consequences of
risks. Related terms: Monte Carlo simulation, Statistical modeling, Risk quantification

Explanation: PRA combines data on frequency and severity to produce a risk profile. Example: Monte Carlo
simulation estimates a 0.2% Chance of catastrophic equipment failure in a cardiac catheterization lab.
Practical application: Findings inform investment decisions for equipment upgrades or redundancy.
Challenges: Data availability, model complexity, and communicating probabilistic results to non-technical
stakeholders.

Root Cause Analysis (RCA)

Concept: A systematic approach to identify the fundamental underlying causes of an adverse event or near
miss. Related terms: Cause-effect analysis, Five Whys, Systemic investigation

Explanation: RCA moves beyond superficial symptoms to uncover deeper system flaws. Example: An RCA of
a wrong-site surgery uncovers inadequate verification of the surgical site marking protocol. Practical
application: Implementing a mandatory “time-out” checklist addresses the identified root cause. Challenges:
Time constraints, potential for blame culture, and ensuring that findings lead to sustainable change.
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Risk Appetite

Concept: The level of risk an organization is willing to accept in pursuit of its objectives, reflecting strategic
priorities and resource constraints. Related terms: Risk tolerance, Acceptance threshold, Organizational
stance

Explanation: Defining appetite guides decision-making about which risks to mitigate, transfer, or accept.
Example: A tertiary hospital may accept a low level of medication error risk while aggressively targeting
high-impact surgical errors. Practical application: Risk appetite statements are incorporated into governance
policies and communicated to staff. Challenges: Aligning appetite across departments and adjusting it as
external conditions change.

Risk Assessment Matrix

Concept: A visual tool that plots risk likelihood against impact to prioritize mitigation efforts. Related terms:
Heat map, Priority grid, Risk ranking

Explanation: Risks falling in the high-likelihood/high-impact quadrant receive immediate attention. Example:
A matrix shows that catheter-related bloodstream infections rank as high impact and moderate likelihood,
prompting targeted interventions. Practical application: The matrix guides resource allocation and
monitoring schedules. Challenges: Subjectivity in assigning scores and the need for periodic re-evaluation
as circumstances evolve.

Risk Communication Plan

Concept: A structured approach for disseminating risk-related information to internal and external
stakeholders. Related terms: Stakeholder engagement, Message strategy, Communication protocol
Explanation: The plan outlines audience, content, channels, timing, and feedback mechanisms. Example:
After a medication recall, the plan specifies alerts to prescribers, pharmacists, and patients via email and
EHR notifications. Practical application: Consistent messaging reduces confusion and supports coordinated
response. Challenges: Ensuring message clarity across diverse audiences and managing information
overload.

Risk Control Hierarchy

Concept: An ordered set of strategies—elimination, substitution, engineering controls, administrative
controls, and personal protective equipment—to manage hazards. Related terms: Hierarchy of controls,
Mitigation ladder, Safety measures

Explanation: Higher-order controls (elimination, substitution) are preferred because they reduce reliance on
human behavior. Example: Replacing a toxic cleaning agent with a less hazardous alternative follows the
hierarchy’s substitution principle. Practical application: Applying the hierarchy results in more robust,
sustainable risk reduction. Challenges: Feasibility of higher-order controls and cost considerations.

Risk Indicator

Concept: A measurable sign that suggests a change in the level of risk, often used for early warning. Related
terms: Leading indicator, Lagging indicator, Metric

Explanation: Indicators can be process-based (e.G., Hand-hygiene compliance) or outcome-based (e.G.,
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Infection rates). Example: A sudden drop in compliance with surgical safety checklists serves as a risk
indicator of potential increase in adverse events. Practical application: Monitoring indicators enables
proactive interventions before harm occurs. Challenges: Selecting indicators that are sensitive, specific, and
actionable.

Risk Management Framework

Concept: An organized structure that defines policies, procedures, responsibilities, and tools for managing
risk across an organization. Related terms: Governance model, Risk lifecycle, Management system
Explanation: The framework integrates risk identification, assessment, mitigation, monitoring, and reporting.
Example: A hospital adopts ISO 31000-aligned framework to standardize its risk processes. Practical
application: Consistency across departments improves data comparability and decision-making. Challenges:
Customizing the framework to diverse clinical settings while maintaining overall coherence.

Risk Mitigation

Concept: The act of reducing either the probability or the consequences of a risk through targeted actions.
Related terms: Control measure, Preventive action, Risk reduction

Explanation: Mitigation may involve process redesign, technology adoption, training, or policy changes.
Example: Implementing electronic medication reconciliation mitigates the risk of dosing errors. Practical
application: Tracking mitigation effectiveness ensures that interventions achieve intended outcomes.
Challenges: Measuring impact and sustaining mitigation over time.

Risk Prioritization

Concept: Ordering identified risks based on their assessed severity and likelihood to focus resources on the
most critical threats. Related terms: Risk ranking, Prioritization matrix, Resource allocation

Explanation: Prioritization often uses the risk assessment matrix or a risk priority number (RPN). Example: A
risk with an RPN of 240 (high severity, high likelihood) is prioritized over one with an RPN of 45. Practical
application: High-priority risks receive immediate corrective action plans. Challenges: Dynamic
environments may shift priorities, requiring regular reassessment.

Risk Register Review

Concept: Periodic evaluation of the risk register to update status, verify control effectiveness, and add new
risks. Related terms: Risk monitoring, Register maintenance, Review cycle

Explanation: Reviews involve stakeholders from relevant clinical areas and risk managers. Example: Quarterly
review identifies that a previously low-likelihood equipment failure risk has risen due to aging devices.
Practical application: Updated mitigation strategies are deployed promptly. Challenges: Maintaining
engagement and ensuring that review findings translate into action.

Risk Transfer

Concept: Shifting the financial or legal burden of a risk to a third party, often through insurance or
contractual agreements. Related terms: Insurance, Indemnity, Liability sharing

Explanation: While transfer does not eliminate the risk, it mitigates its impact on the organization. Example:
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Purchasing malpractice insurance transfers the financial consequences of potential litigation.
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