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Certificate in Geriatric Massage Therapy

Anatomy and Physiology of the Older Adult

Arteriosclerosis — a progressive thickening and loss of elasticity of arterial walls that reduces blood flow.
Related terms: atherosclerosis, hypertension This condition is common in older adults and can limit tissue
perfusion during massage. Practical application: assess pulse quality and avoid deep pressure over
compromised vessels. Challenge: distinguishing normal age-related changes from pathological narrowing.

Arteriovenous fistula — an abnormal connection between an artery and a vein, often created surgically for
dialysis. Related terms: graft, access site Massage therapists must avoid the limb with the fistula and use
gentle techniques if required for comfort. Example: light effleurage to promote relaxation without stressing
the access site. Challenge: recognizing the presence of a fistula, especially if not disclosed.

Atherosclerosis — buildup of plaque within arterial walls leading to narrowed, stiff vessels. Related terms:
lipid deposition, coronary artery disease In geriatric massage, this condition may cause diminished
peripheral circulation and increased risk of bruising. Practical tip: monitor skin color and temperature after
treatment. Challenge: modifying techniques for clients on anticoagulant therapy.

Atrophy — reduction in size and function of cells, tissues, or organs due to disuse or disease. Related terms:
sarcopenia, muscle wasting Older adults often experience muscular atrophy, affecting range of motion.
Application: incorporate gentle active-assisted movements to stimulate muscle fibers. Challenge: avoiding
overstretching fragile tissues.

Autonomic nervous system (ANS) — the part of the nervous system that regulates involuntary functions such
as heart rate, digestion, and temperature control. Related terms: sympathetic, parasympathetic Massage can
influence ANS balance, promoting parasympathetic dominance for relaxation. Example: slow, rhythmic
strokes to lower heart rate. Challenge: clients with dysautonomia may react unpredictably to pressure
changes.

Bone mineral density (BMD) — a measure of the amount of mineral content in bone, indicating strength.
Related terms: osteoporosis, osteopenia Low BMD increases fracture risk; therapists should avoid
high-impact techniques near vulnerable areas. Practical application: use supportive positioning to protect
the lumbar spine. Challenge: assessing BMD status without medical records.

Bronchial hyperresponsiveness — increased sensitivity of the airways leading to constriction in response to
irritants. Related terms: asthma, COPD Older adults with this condition may experience shortness of breath
during massage. Application: keep the treatment room well-ventilated and limit use of strong scented oils.
Challenge: recognizing early signs of respiratory distress.

Cardiac output — the volume of blood the heart pumps per minute. Related terms: stroke volume, heart rate
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Reduced cardiac output in seniors can affect tissue perfusion. Massage therapists should monitor client
comfort, especially when working near the thorax. Example: light palm pressure to avoid excessive demand
on the heart. Challenge: adjusting session length for clients with heart failure.

Carotid sinus hypersensitivity — an exaggerated response of the carotid sinus leading to sudden drops in
blood pressure and heart rate. Related terms: baroreceptor, syncope Gentle neck work may trigger this
reflex. Practical tip: avoid deep pressure on the carotid triangle and observe for dizziness. Challenge:
differentiating normal lightheadedness from a hypersensitivity episode.

Cataract — clouding of the eye’s lens, resulting in blurred vision. Related terms: lens opacity, visual acuity
Clients with cataracts may have difficulty seeing therapist's hand positions. Application: provide verbal cues
and use tactile landmarks. Challenge: ensuring safety during repositioning when visual input is limited.

Cellular senescence — the state in which cells cease dividing but remain metabolically active, contributing to
tissue aging. Related terms: telomere shortening, inflammation Senescent cells release cytokines that can
affect skin elasticity. Practical application: incorporate antioxidant-rich oils to support cellular health.
Challenge: balancing expectations about reversing age-related changes.

Centenarian — an individual who has reached the age of 100 years or more. Related terms: longevity,
super-ager Centenarians often present unique anatomical considerations such as extreme skin thinning.
Example: using ultra-light strokes to avoid tissue damage. Challenge: limited research on massage protocols
specific to this age group.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) — a progressive lung disease characterized by airflow
limitation. Related terms: emphysema, chronic bronchitis Reduced oxygenation can affect tissue healing.
Application: schedule sessions when the client’s breathing is most stable, typically morning. Challenge:
monitoring for fatigue and adjusting pressure accordingly.

Circulatory insufficiency — inadequate blood flow to meet tissue metabolic demands. Related terms:
peripheral vascular disease, ischemia Common in the lower extremities of older adults. Practical tip:
incorporate gentle compression techniques to enhance venous return, provided no contraindications exist.
Challenge: avoiding excessive pressure that could compromise already fragile capillaries.

Collagen cross-linking — the formation of additional bonds between collagen fibers, increasing tissue
stiffness. Related terms: elastin degradation, dermal rigidity With age, cross-linking contributes to reduced
skin pliability. Massage can help soften the extracellular matrix through sustained shear. Example: slow,
gliding strokes across the forearm. Challenge: limited ability to reverse extensive cross-linking without
adjunctive therapies.

Comorbidity — the presence of two or more diseases or medical conditions in a single individual. Related
terms: multimorbidity, health burden Geriatric clients often have multiple health issues influencing massage
safety. Practical approach: conduct a comprehensive intake and prioritize contraindications. Challenge:
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balancing therapeutic benefits with the risk of exacerbating any condition.

Congestive heart failure (CHF) — a condition where the heart cannot pump blood efficiently, leading to fluid
buildup. Related terms: edema, reduced ejection fraction Massage may improve peripheral circulation but
must be gentle to avoid shifting fluid. Example: light lymphatic drainage on the legs in a supine position.
Challenge: monitoring for increased shortness of breath during the session.

Constipation — difficulty in passing stools, often due to slowed gastrointestinal motility. Related terms:
bowel motility, fiber intake Abdominal massage can stimulate peristalsis. Practical technique: clockwise,
gentle strokes on the abdomen after meals. Challenge: ensuring client comfort and avoiding pressure over
any abdominal scar tissue.

Cortisol — a glucocorticoid hormone released in response to stress, influencing metabolism and immune
function. Related terms: adrenal response, stress hormone Regular massage has been shown to lower
cortisol levels, promoting relaxation. Example: a 30-minute session with moderate pressure can reduce
perceived stress. Challenge: clients on corticosteroid medication may have altered skin fragility.

Degenerative joint disease (DJD) — commonly known as osteoarthritis, a wear-and-tear condition of
cartilage. Related terms: cartilage erosion, osteophytes Joint stiffness limits range of motion. Application:
use joint-mobilizing techniques within pain-free limits to improve lubrication. Challenge: identifying the
optimal amount of movement without causing inflammation.

Dermal atrophy — thinning of the skin layers, often seen with advancing age. Related terms: epidermal
thinning, reduced elasticity Fragile skin is prone to bruising and tearing. Practical tip: use light strokes and
avoid excessive friction. Challenge: delivering therapeutic benefit while respecting skin integrity.

Dexterity decline — reduction in fine motor skills due to neuromuscular aging. Related terms: hand
weakness, coordination loss Clients may have difficulty assisting with self-stretching. Application: therapist
provides guided movements and verbal cues to compensate. Challenge: ensuring client participation
without causing frustration.

Diabetes mellitus (type 2) — a metabolic disorder characterized by insulin resistance and high blood glucose.
Related terms: hyperglycemia, neuropathy Elevated glucose can impair wound healing and increase
infection risk. Practical approach: avoid deep tissue work over areas with poor sensation and ensure
thorough hand hygiene. Challenge: monitoring for delayed tissue response after treatment.

Digestive motility — the coordinated contraction of gastrointestinal muscles to move contents. Related
terms: peristalsis, gut transit Reduced motility in seniors may benefit from abdominal massage. Example:
gentle, rhythmic strokes following the colon’s path. Challenge: respecting client comfort and avoiding
pressure over areas of recent surgery.

Diuretic therapy — medication that promotes urine production to manage fluid retention. Related terms:
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loop diuretics, electrolyte balance Clients on diuretics may experience dehydration. Massage therapists
should assess skin turgor and avoid excessive heat. Practical tip: keep session environment cool and provide
water post-treatment. Challenge: recognizing signs of electrolyte imbalance that could affect muscle
response.

Dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry (DEXA) — imaging test used to assess bone mineral density. Related
terms: bone scan, osteoporosis screening Knowing a client’s DEXA results helps tailor pressure levels.
Example: clients with low BMD require very light, supportive strokes. Challenge: obtaining recent DEXA data
when clients have limited access to healthcare.

Elder abuse — any act that causes harm or distress to an older person, including physical, emotional, or
financial mistreatment. Related terms: neglect, safeguarding Massage therapists may be first responders to
signs of abuse. Practical application: observe for unexplained bruises, listen for disclosures, and follow
mandatory reporting protocols. Challenge: balancing client trust with legal obligations.

Endocrine changes — alterations in hormone production that occur with aging, such as decreased estrogen
or testosterone. Related terms: hormonal decline, metabolic shift These changes affect skin thickness,
muscle mass, and mood. Massage can help alleviate musculoskeletal discomfort associated with hormonal
imbalances. Example: using calming aromatherapy to address mood swings. Challenge: recognizing when
hormonal issues may be contributing to pain.

Epilepsy — a neurological disorder characterized by recurrent seizures. Related terms: seizure threshold,
antiepileptic drugs Certain massage positions may trigger a seizure in susceptible individuals. Practical tip:
keep a clear airway and have a seizure action plan ready. Challenge: differentiating a seizure from a
vasovagal response during treatment.

Fall risk assessment — evaluation of an individual's likelihood of experiencing a fall. Related terms: balance
testing, gait analysis High fall risk influences positioning and transfer techniques. Application: use
supportive tables, avoid sudden movements, and maintain a stable base of support. Challenge: accurately
gauging risk without formal clinical tools.

Fibromyalgia — a chronic pain syndrome marked by widespread musculoskeletal tenderness. Related terms:
tender points, central sensitization Older adults with fibromyalgia often benefit from gentle, sustained
pressure. Example: slow, deep strokes on the back for 10-15 minutes to modulate pain pathways. Challenge:
managing heightened pain perception and avoiding overstimulation.

Friction massage — a technique involving deep, transverse strokes to break down adhesions. Related terms:
cross-fiber, deep tissue In geriatric clients, friction must be applied conservatively due to fragile connective
tissue. Practical use: target small, localized scar tissue after confirming adequate healing. Challenge:
preventing excessive tissue trauma.

Gait instability — difficulty maintaining a steady walking pattern, often due to neuromuscular decline.
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Related terms: ataxia, balance impairment Clients with gait instability may need assistance onto the table.
Application: provide a sturdy step-board or handrail and use a sliding board for transfers. Challenge:
ensuring therapist safety while supporting the client.

Geriatric syndrome — a collection of common health conditions in older adults, such as frailty, delirium, and
incontinence. Related terms: age-related decline, multi-system vulnerability Understanding these syndromes
guides therapeutic choices. Example: a frail client may require a short, low-pressure session to avoid fatigue.
Challenge: integrating massage into a complex medical picture.

Glucose intolerance — reduced ability to process glucose, often preceding type 2 diabetes. Related terms:
insulin resistance, prediabetes Clients with glucose intolerance may have delayed wound healing. Practical
tip: avoid deep tissue work over areas with compromised skin integrity. Challenge: recognizing subtle signs
of poor tissue health.

Glycated hemoglobin (HbA1c) — a laboratory measure reflecting average blood glucose over three months.
Related terms: diabetic control, blood sugar monitoring Elevated HbA1c indicates higher risk for neuropathy
and infection. Massage therapist should inquire about recent values to adjust technique intensity.
Challenge: clients may be unaware of their HbA1c status.

Hand grip strength — a functional indicator of overall muscle health in seniors. Related terms: dynometer,
sarcopenia assessment Weak grip may limit a client’s ability to assist with self-stretching. Application:
incorporate forearm and wrist mobilizations to improve strength. Challenge: ensuring movements are within
safe limits to avoid strain.

Hepatic insufficiency — reduced liver function affecting metabolism of medications and toxins. Related
terms: cirrhosis, liver enzymes Clients with hepatic insufficiency may have altered pain perception and
bruising tendency. Practical tip: use light pressure and monitor for prolonged soreness. Challenge:
coordinating with the client’s physician regarding contraindicated substances.

Hip fracture — a break in the proximal femur, frequently occurring in older adults after a fall. Related terms:
femoral neck fracture, postoperative care Post-operative massage may focus on scar tissue and surrounding
musculature. Example: gentle myofascial release around the gluteal region, avoiding direct pressure on the
surgical site. Challenge: respecting weight-bearing restrictions and pain thresholds.

Hormone replacement therapy (HRT) — administration of estrogen, progesterone, or testosterone to
mitigate age-related hormonal decline. Related terms: menopausal therapy, androgen supplementation HRT
can influence skin hydration and muscle tone. Massage can complement HRT by enhancing circulation.
Practical note: be aware of increased clotting risk in some HRT users; keep pressure moderate. Challenge:
staying informed about individual medication regimens.

Hypertension — chronically elevated arterial blood pressure. Related terms: systolic, diastolic Massage can
transiently lower blood pressure through relaxation. Application: use calming strokes and maintain a warm
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environment. Challenge: avoiding excessive pressure that could transiently raise blood pressure, especially
in uncontrolled hypertension.

Immune senescence — age-related decline in immune system function, leading to increased infection
susceptibility. Related terms: decreased T-cell activity, reduced vaccine response Massage therapists must
adhere to strict hygiene protocols. Example: hand washing before and after each client, using disposable
covers on treatment tables. Challenge: recognizing subtle signs of infection in clients with muted
inflammatory responses.

Incontinence — involuntary loss of bladder or bowel control. Related terms: urinary urgency, fecal leakage
Clients may require protective garments during treatment. Practical tip: ensure the treatment area remains
dry and respectful of privacy. Challenge: maintaining client dignity while managing practical concerns.

Inflammatory cytokines — signaling proteins such as IL-6 and TNF-a that promote inflammation. Related
terms: acute phase response, systemic inflammation Chronic elevation contributes to musculoskeletal pain
in older adults. Massage can reduce cytokine levels through mechanotransduction. Example: 20-minute
moderate pressure session decreasing perceived soreness. Challenge: measuring outcomes without
laboratory data.

Intravenous (IV) therapy — delivery of fluids or medications directly into a vein. Related terms: infusion,
central line Clients receiving IV therapy may have fragile veins and altered fluid balance. Application: avoid
massaging over sites with IV access and monitor for signs of edema. Challenge: coordinating session timing
with healthcare providers.

Lipid profile — a blood test measuring cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, and LDL. Related terms: dyslipidemia,
atherogenic risk Abnormal lipid values correlate with vascular health. Massage therapists can encourage
lifestyle discussions but must not provide medical advice. Practical tip: use gentle circulatory techniques for
clients with high LDL to support vascular function. Challenge: respecting scope of practice while addressing
health concerns.

Lymphedema — swelling caused by impaired lymphatic drainage, often after cancer treatment or surgery.
Related terms: lymphatic obstruction, edema Gentle, rhythmic strokes can facilitate lymph flow. Example:
light, superficial stroking from distal to proximal on the affected limb. Challenge: avoiding deep pressure
that could exacerbate swelling or cause cellulitis.

Macular degeneration — age-related loss of central vision due to deterioration of the macula. Related terms:
AMD, central scotoma Clients may have difficulty seeing hand placement. Application: give clear verbal
instructions and use tactile landmarks. Challenge: ensuring safety during repositioning when visual cues are
limited.

Metabolic syndrome — a cluster of conditions including hypertension, high blood sugar, excess abdominal
fat, and abnormal cholesterol levels. Related terms: insulin resistance, cardiovascular risk Clients with
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metabolic syndrome often present with multiple contraindications. Practical approach: keep sessions short,
avoid extreme temperature changes, and monitor for fatigue. Challenge: integrating massage as part of a
broader lifestyle modification plan.

Muscle spindles — sensory receptors within skeletal muscle that detect stretch. Related terms:
proprioception, Golgi tendon organ Gentle stretching can activate spindles, enhancing joint range. Example:
slow, sustained stretch of the hamstrings to improve flexibility. Challenge: preventing overstimulation that
may cause reflexive contraction in frail muscles.

Myofascial trigger point — a hyperirritable spot within a taut band of skeletal muscle. Related terms: knot,
referred pain Older adults may develop trigger points due to chronic postural strain. Application: apply
sustained pressure (30-60 seconds) with a moderate force, monitoring client feedback. Challenge:
distinguishing trigger points from tender areas caused by underlying pathology.

Neuropathy — damage to peripheral nerves, often presenting as tingling, numbness, or pain. Related terms:
diabetic neuropathy, peripheral nerve dysfunction Clients with neuropathy may have altered sensation,
requiring careful pressure modulation. Practical tip: begin with light strokes and increase gradually only if
tolerated. Challenge: risk of bruising or injury due to reduced protective sensation.

Osteoarthritis (OA) — degenerative joint disease marked by cartilage breakdown and bone remodeling.
Related terms: joint space narrowing, osteophytes OA limits mobility and can cause pain during massage.
Application: use joint-mobilization techniques within pain-free range, followed by soft tissue work to reduce
stiffness. Challenge: balancing therapeutic benefit with the client’s discomfort threshold.

Osteoporosis — reduced bone mass and structural deterioration, increasing fracture risk. Related terms: bone
demineralization, fragility fracture Massage must be gentle, avoiding high-impact techniques over spinal or
hip regions. Practical approach: focus on soft tissue relaxation and circulation enhancement. Challenge:
assessing bone health without imaging; rely on client history and medical records.

Palmar creases — the lines on the palm that can become more pronounced with age and skin loss. Related
terms: dermatoglyphics, skin elasticity Changes may affect grip strength. Massage can improve hand
circulation, potentially softening creases. Example: light kneading of the thenar eminence. Challenge:
ensuring adequate hydration of skin to avoid cracking.

Peripheral arterial disease (PAD) — narrowing of peripheral arteries, especially in the legs, leading to reduced
blood flow. Related terms: claudication, ischemic pain Clients with PAD may experience pain during leg
massage. Practical tip: use light, superficial strokes and avoid prolonged pressure on calves. Challenge:
recognizing early signs of ischemia such as pallor or coldness.

Peripheral neuropathy — loss of sensation in extremities due to nerve damage, commonly seen in diabetic
seniors. Related terms: sensory loss, autonomic dysfunction Gentle massage can stimulate residual nerve
function but must be cautious to prevent tissue injury. Example: very light effleurage on the dorsal foot.
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Challenge: monitoring for delayed bruising.

Post-uralic fatigue — a feeling of heaviness or weakness in the lower back after prolonged standing. Related
terms: lumbar strain, muscle exhaustion Older adults may benefit from lumbar supportive techniques.
Application: gentle sacral rocking while the client lies prone. Challenge: ensuring the client does not
overexert during the session.

Presbycusis — age-related hearing loss, typically affecting high frequencies. Related terms: auditory decline,
tinnitus Clients may not hear verbal instructions clearly. Practical tip: speak slowly, face the client, and use
visual cues. Challenge: maintaining effective communication without causing frustration.

Protein synthesis decline — reduced capacity of cells to produce new proteins, affecting muscle repair and
skin regeneration. Related terms: anabolic resistance, muscle atrophy Massage can stimulate circulation,
indirectly supporting protein turnover. Example: post-exercise massage to aid recovery in active seniors.
Challenge: limited impact on systemic protein synthesis without nutritional support.

Proprioception — the sense of body position and movement generated by receptors in muscles and joints.
Related terms: kinesthetic awareness, balance Decline in proprioception contributes to falls. Massage can
enhance proprioceptive feedback through gentle joint mobilization. Practical application: slow, rhythmic
ankle rotations. Challenge: avoiding overstretching joints that have reduced stability.

Pulmonary function — the capacity of the lungs to exchange gases, often measured by spirometry. Related
terms: FEV1, vital capacity Reduced pulmonary function may limit tolerance for long sessions. Application:
keep sessions within 30-45 minutes and monitor breathing patterns. Challenge: adjusting techniques for
clients who desaturate quickly.

Radiographic osteophytes — bony projections visible on X-ray, indicative of joint degeneration. Related
terms: bone spurs, degenerative changes Presence suggests limited joint mobility. Massage can target
surrounding soft tissue to improve comfort. Example: gentle myofascial release around the knee
osteophyte. Challenge: avoiding direct pressure on the bony protrusion to prevent pain.

Reflex arc — the neural pathway that mediates an automatic response to a stimulus. Related terms: spinal
reflex, monosynaptic loop Age-related slowing may affect reflex speed. Gentle tapping can be used to
assess reflex integrity during intake. Practical tip: observe client’s reaction to light stimuli. Challenge:
differentiating normal age-related delay from pathological impairment.

Renal insufficiency — diminished kidney function affecting fluid and electrolyte balance. Related terms:
creatinine clearance, nephropathy Clients may be prone to swelling and hypertension. Massage should
avoid excessive heat and monitor for signs of fluid overload. Example: light lymphatic techniques on the
abdomen. Challenge: coordinating care with the client’s nephrologist.

Retinal detachment — separation of the retina from underlying tissue, leading to vision loss. Related terms:
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vitreous traction, ocular emergency Clients with a history of retinal detachment may have visual field
deficits. Application: give clear verbal directions and avoid sudden head movements. Challenge: ensuring
safety when the client’s vision is compromised.

Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) — an autoimmune disease causing chronic joint inflammation. Related terms:
synovitis, erosive arthritis RA joints are often swollen and tender. Massage should focus on surrounding
musculature with light to moderate pressure, avoiding inflamed joints. Example: forearm muscle work for a
client with wrist RA. Challenge: timing sessions to coincide with periods of lower disease activity.

Sarcopenia — age-related loss of skeletal muscle mass and strength. Related terms: muscle wasting, frailty
Leads to reduced functional capacity. Massage can improve blood flow and stimulate muscle fibers.
Practical technique: rhythmic kneading of the quadriceps to promote circulation. Challenge: ensuring
pressure does not cause micro-trauma in already weakened muscles.

Scapular dyskinesis — abnormal movement of the shoulder blade during arm elevation. Related terms:
winging, rotator cuff imbalance Common in seniors with postural decline. Application: gentle mobilization
of the scapulothoracic articulation to restore normal rhythm. Example: seated scapular glide while the client
performs light arm lifts. Challenge: assessing range without causing discomfort.

Skin elasticity loss — reduction in the skin's ability to return to its original shape after stretching. Related
terms: collagen degradation, dermal atrophy Leads to wrinkling and increased susceptibility to tears.
Massage can improve elasticity through sustained shear forces. Practical tip: incorporate warm oil to soften
the epidermis before work. Challenge: limited improvement in severely aged skin.

Sleep apnea — interruption of breathing during sleep, often due to airway obstruction. Related terms:
obstructive apnea, CPAP Clients may feel fatigued and have elevated blood pressure. Massage that
promotes relaxation can aid sleep quality. Example: calming, low-frequency strokes before bedtime.
Challenge: avoiding supine positions that may exacerbate airway obstruction.

Spinal stenosis — narrowing of the spinal canal, compressing nerves. Related terms: neurogenic claudication,
foraminal narrowing Causes back pain and leg numbness. Massage should avoid deep lumbar pressure;
focus on surrounding musculature. Practical approach: gentle piriformis release with client in side-lying.
Challenge: differentiating pain from nerve compression versus muscular tension.

Stasis dermatitis — inflammation of the skin due to chronic venous insufficiency. Related terms: varicose
veins, edema The skin may appear brownish and be prone to ulceration. Massage should be light, with

upward strokes to aid venous return, avoiding direct pressure on varicosities. Challenge: preventing skin
breakdown during treatment.

Subcutaneous fat thinning — reduction of the fat layer beneath the skin, common with aging. Related terms:
lipoatrophy, visceral adiposity Leads to prominent bony landmarks and increased bruising risk. Practical tip:
use feather-light strokes and avoid aggressive kneading. Challenge: providing therapeutic benefit while
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respecting fragile tissue.

Synovial fluid reduction — decreased lubrication within joints, contributing to stiffness. Related terms: joint
aspiration, viscosity loss Massage can stimulate production through gentle joint movement. Example: slow
circular mobilization of the shoulder. Challenge: ensuring movement stays within safe limits for
osteoarthritic joints.

Systemic inflammation — chronic, low-grade activation of the immune response throughout the body.
Related terms: cytokine cascade, CRP elevation Contributes to frailty and pain. Massage has been shown to
lower inflammatory markers when applied regularly. Practical application: schedule weekly sessions for
clients with high inflammatory burden. Challenge: measuring impact without laboratory tests.

Thermoregulation decline — reduced ability to maintain stable core temperature. Related terms: vasomotor
response, shivering Older adults may feel cold or hot more easily. Massage environment should be kept at a
moderate temperature (22-24°C). Example: using warm blankets for clients who feel chilly. Challenge:
avoiding overheating, especially in clients on anticholinergic medications.

Thoracic kyphosis — excessive forward curvature of the upper spine. Related terms: postural deformity,
spinal curvature Common with age-related vertebral compression. Massage can address surrounding
musculature to improve posture. Practical technique: gentle thoracic extension strokes while the client lies
prone. Challenge: limited spinal mobility may restrict range of motion.

Thyroid hormone decline — decrease in production of thyroid hormones with age, potentially leading to
hypothyroidism. Related terms: metabolic slowdown, myxedema Symptoms include fatigue, dry skin, and
muscle weakness. Massage can alleviate muscle stiffness and promote circulation. Example: light stroking of
the anterior neck, avoiding the thyroid gland itself. Challenge: recognizing when symptoms may be
medication-related.

Trunk stability — ability to maintain core alignment during movement. Related terms: core strength, lumbar
support Declines with age, affecting balance and posture. Massage can reinforce trunk stability by targeting
deep abdominal muscles. Practical tip: incorporate gentle abdominal compression while the client is supine.
Challenge: avoiding excessive intra-abdominal pressure in clients with hernias.

Upper limb proprioceptive decline — reduced sense of arm position, contributing to clumsiness. Related
terms: sensorimotor deficit, hand coordination Massage that includes joint mobilization can enhance
proprioceptive input. Example: slow, guided elbow flexion with therapist’s hand guiding the movement.
Challenge: ensuring the client’s safety while performing active movements.

Venous insufficiency — inability of veins to return blood efficiently, leading to pooling and edema. Related
terms: varicose veins, chronic venous disease Massage can improve venous return with light, upward
strokes. Practical application: gentle calf massage in a seated position, avoiding direct pressure on
varicosities. Challenge: monitoring for signs of skin discoloration or pain that indicate worsening
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insufficiency.

Visceral manipulation — gentle manual techniques applied to internal organs to improve mobility and
function. Related terms: organ gliding, abdominal release In older adults, visceral restrictions may contribute
to constipation or respiratory limitation. Example: subtle, rhythmic pressure on the abdomen to encourage
peristalsis. Challenge: contraindicated in clients with acute abdominal inflammation or recent surgery.

Weight-bearing exercise — physical activity that requires the skeleton to support the body’'s weight. Related
terms: resistance training, load bearing Enhances bone density and muscle strength, reducing fall risk.
Massage can complement such exercise by alleviating post-exercise soreness. Practical tip: schedule a light
recovery massage 24-48 hours after a weight-bearing session. Challenge: timing sessions to avoid
interfering with the client’s exercise recovery.

Wound healing delay — slower tissue repair, often seen in seniors with comorbidities. Related terms: chronic
ulcer, tissue regeneration Massage may support healing by increasing local circulation, but must be gentle.
Example: light stroking around a chronic leg ulcer, avoiding direct contact with the wound. Challenge:
ensuring no infection is introduced during treatment.
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