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Professional Certificate in Sports Law

Emerging Legal Issues in Sports

In the field of sports law, there are several key terms and vocabulary that are essential to understanding
emerging legal issues. Here, we will explore these terms and concepts in detail, providing examples and
practical applications along the way.

Athlete Biological Passport (ABP)
----------------------------------

The Athlete Biological Passport (ABP) is a tool used by anti-doping organizations to monitor an athlete's
biological data over time. The ABP measures various biological markers, such as hemoglobin concentration
and reticulocyte count, to detect the use of performance-enhancing drugs. The ABP is an important tool in
the fight against doping in sports, as it allows anti-doping organizations to detect patterns of drug use that
may not be immediately apparent through traditional testing methods.

Challenges:

* Ensuring the accuracy and reliability of ABP data
* Protecting athlete privacy and data security
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of ABP data in disciplinary proceedings

Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA)
-------------------------------------

A Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) is a contract negotiated between a sports league or governing
body and a union representing the athletes. The CBA typically covers a wide range of issues, including
player salaries, benefits, working conditions, and disciplinary procedures. The CBA is a critical component of
the sports industry, as it helps to ensure labor peace and stability.

Challenges:

* Balancing the interests of players and management
* Addressing emerging issues, such as player safety and mental health
* Negotiating CBAs that are fair and equitable for all parties involved

Duty of Care
------------

The duty of care is a legal obligation that requires sports organizations to take reasonable steps to protect
the health, safety, and welfare of their athletes. This duty can include providing adequate medical care,
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ensuring safe playing conditions, and implementing policies and procedures to prevent injury and harm.

Challenges:

* Defining the scope of the duty of care
* Balancing the interests of athlete safety and competitive integrity
* Addressing the unique risks and challenges associated with different sports and activities

Image Rights
------------

Image rights refer to the legal rights that athletes have over their name, likeness, and other personal
characteristics. These rights can be used to control how an athlete's image is used for commercial purposes,
such as endorsements and sponsorships.

Challenges:

* Protecting athlete image rights in a digital age
* Balancing the interests of athletes, leagues, and sponsors
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of athlete images in video games, social media, and other forms
of media

Intellectual Property
---------------------

Intellectual property refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and artistic works, and
symbols, names, and images used in commerce. In the sports industry, intellectual property can include
team logos, trademarks, and patents for sports equipment and technology.

Challenges:

* Protecting intellectual property rights in a global marketplace
* Balancing the interests of innovation and consumer protection
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of intellectual property in social media, fan communities, and
other online platforms

Labor Law
---------

Labor law refers to the body of laws, regulations, and collective bargaining agreements that govern the
relationship between employers and employees. In the sports industry, labor law covers a wide range of
issues, including player salaries, benefits, working conditions, and disciplinary procedures.

Challenges:

Read online: https://certificates.gsbf.co.uk/guides/2971569/emerging-
legal-issues-in-sports

Greenwich School of Business and Finance · 01 Jul 2026



G U I D E

* Balancing the interests of players and management
* Addressing emerging issues, such as player safety and mental health
* Negotiating collective bargaining agreements that are fair and equitable for all parties involved

Liability Waivers
----------------

A liability waiver is a legal document that releases a sports organization from liability for injuries or
damages that may occur during participation in a sport or activity. Liability waivers are commonly used in
sports settings, such as gyms, recreational facilities, and sports camps.

Challenges:

* Ensuring the enforceability of liability waivers
* Balancing the interests of athlete safety and risk management
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of liability waivers in minor sports and other special populations

Player Safety
-------------

Player safety is a critical issue in the sports industry, as athletes are at risk of injury and harm during
participation in sports and activities. Player safety can include measures such as equipment safety, rules and
regulations, and medical care and support.

Challenges:

* Balancing the interests of athlete safety and competitive integrity
* Addressing the unique risks and challenges associated with different sports and activities
* Ensuring that player safety policies and procedures are evidence-based and effective

Privacy Law
-----------

Privacy law refers to the body of laws, regulations, and policies that govern the collection, use, and
disclosure of personal information. In the sports industry, privacy law covers a wide range of issues,
including athlete medical records, biometric data, and other personal information.

Challenges:

* Protecting athlete privacy and data security
* Balancing the interests of athlete privacy and public disclosure
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of athlete data in disciplinary proceedings and other contexts

Torts

Read online: https://certificates.gsbf.co.uk/guides/2971569/emerging-
legal-issues-in-sports

Greenwich School of Business and Finance · 01 Jul 2026



G U I D E

-----

A tort is a civil wrong that results in injury or harm to another person or their property. In the sports
industry, torts can include issues such as negligence, assault, and defamation.

Challenges:

* Defining the standard of care in sports-related torts
* Balancing the interests of athlete safety and competitive integrity
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of tort law in sports disputes and other contexts

Trademark Law
-------------

Trademark law refers to the body of laws, regulations, and policies that govern the use and protection of
trademarks, which are words, phrases, symbols, or designs that identify and distinguish a product or service
from those of others. In the sports industry, trademark law covers a wide range of issues, including team
logos, mascots, and other branding elements.

Challenges:

* Protecting trademark rights in a global marketplace
* Balancing the interests of innovation and consumer protection
* Addressing legal issues related to the use of trademarks in social media, fan communities, and other
online platforms

Conclusion
----------

In conclusion, emerging legal issues in sports are complex and multifaceted, requiring a deep
understanding of key terms and vocabulary. From athlete biological passports to trademark law, these
concepts are critical to understanding the legal landscape of the sports industry. By staying up-to-date on
these issues and challenges, sports professionals can better navigate the legal landscape and ensure the
safety, fairness, and integrity of sports and activities.

FAQs
----

1. What is the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP)?
The Athlete Biological Passport (ABP) is a tool used by anti-doping organizations to monitor an athlete's
biological data over time to detect the use of performance-enhancing drugs.
2. What is a Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA)?
A Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) is a contract negotiated between a sports league or governing
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body and a union representing the athletes that covers a wide range of issues, including player salaries,
benefits, working conditions, and disciplinary procedures.
3. What is the duty of care in sports?
The duty of care is a legal obligation that requires sports organizations to take reasonable steps to protect
the health, safety, and welfare of their athletes.
4. What are image rights in sports?
Image rights refer to the legal rights that athletes have over their name, likeness, and other personal
characteristics, which can be used to control how an athlete's image is used for commercial purposes.
5. What is intellectual property in sports?
Intellectual property in sports refers to creations of the mind, such as inventions, literary and artistic works,
and symbols, names, and images used in commerce, and can include team logos, trademarks, and patents
for sports equipment and technology.
6. What is labor law in sports?
Labor law in sports refers to the body of laws, regulations, and collective bargaining agreements that
govern the relationship between employers and employees in the sports industry.
7. What is a liability waiver in sports?
A liability waiver is a legal document that releases a sports organization from liability for injuries or
damages that may occur during participation in a sport or activity.
8. What is player safety in sports?
Player safety is a critical issue in the sports industry, as athletes are at risk of injury and harm during
participation in sports and activities, and can include measures such as equipment safety, rules and
regulations, and medical care and support.
9. What is privacy law in sports
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