
G U I D E

Advanced Certificate in Literature Review for PhD Research

Literature Review Strategies

Literature Review Strategies
Literature review strategies are systematic approaches used by researchers to identify, evaluate, and
synthesize existing literature on a specific topic. These strategies help researchers to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the current state of knowledge in their field, identify gaps in the literature, and develop a
solid theoretical framework for their research.

Key Terms
1. Literature Review: A critical analysis of existing literature on a specific topic or research question.
2. Systematic Review: A structured and rigorous review of literature that follows a predefined protocol to
minimize bias.
3. Meta-analysis: A statistical technique used to combine and analyze the results of multiple studies on a
specific topic.
4. Primary Sources: Original research articles, reports, or data sets that present new findings.
5. Secondary Sources: Interpretations or analyses of primary sources, such as review articles, books, or
commentaries.
6. Grey Literature: Unpublished or non-commercially published literature, such as conference papers, theses,
or government reports.
7. Keyword Search: A search strategy that involves identifying relevant keywords and using them to search
databases or search engines.
8. Snowballing: A technique where researchers follow citations or references in one paper to find additional
relevant literature.
9. Critical Appraisal: The process of evaluating the quality, relevance, and credibility of literature.
10. Synthesis: The process of combining and interpreting findings from multiple sources to generate new
insights.

Vocabulary
1. Keyword: A word or phrase that represents the main concept of a topic and is used in literature searches.
2. Database: A structured collection of information, such as research articles, that can be searched using
specific criteria.
3. Citation: A reference to a source of information, typically found in the bibliography or reference list of a
paper.
4. Abstract: A brief summary of a research article or paper that provides an overview of the study.
5. Peer-reviewed: Literature that has been evaluated by experts in the field before publication.
6. Validity: The extent to which a study measures what it intends to measure.
7. Reliability: The consistency or repeatability of a study's findings.
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8. Quantitative Research: Research that focuses on numerical data and statistical analysis.
9. Qualitative Research: Research that focuses on understanding human behavior and experiences through
non-numerical data.
10. Thematic Analysis: A method of analyzing qualitative data by identifying themes or patterns within the
data.

Examples
1. A researcher conducting a literature review on the impact of social media on mental health may use
keyword searches like "social media," "mental health," and "impact" to find relevant articles.
2. In a systematic review of studies on the effectiveness of a particular intervention, researchers may
develop a detailed protocol outlining their search strategy, inclusion criteria, and data analysis methods.
3. A meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials on a specific treatment may combine the results of
individual studies to estimate the overall effect size.
4. Snowballing can be a useful strategy for identifying key papers in a particular field by following the
references cited in seminal works.
5. When critically appraising a study, researchers may evaluate the methodology, sample size, statistical
analysis, and conclusions to determine the study's quality and relevance.

Practical Applications
1. Literature review strategies are essential for identifying gaps in the existing literature, which can help
researchers justify the need for their research and contribute new knowledge to the field.
2. Systematic reviews and meta-analyses provide a comprehensive overview of the current state of research
on a specific topic, allowing researchers to draw evidence-based conclusions.
3. Literature reviews can inform the development of research questions, hypotheses, and theoretical
frameworks by synthesizing existing knowledge and identifying key concepts or theories.
4. By critically appraising the quality and relevance of literature, researchers can ensure that their own
research is based on sound evidence and contributes meaningfully to the field.
5. Thematic analysis of qualitative data can help researchers identify patterns, themes, and relationships
within their data, leading to a deeper understanding of complex phenomena.

Challenges
1. One of the challenges in literature review strategies is the vast amount of literature available on most
topics, making it difficult to identify relevant and high-quality sources.
2. Keeping up-to-date with the latest research in a field can be challenging, as new studies are published
regularly, requiring researchers to continuously review and update their literature reviews.
3. Balancing breadth and depth in a literature review can be challenging, as researchers need to provide a
comprehensive overview of the literature while also delving deeply into key concepts or theories.
4. Ensuring the reliability and validity of the literature used in a review can be challenging, as not all sources
are of equal quality or credibility.
5. Synthesizing findings from multiple sources can be challenging, as researchers need to critically analyze
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and interpret conflicting or contradictory results to develop a coherent narrative.

Overall, literature review strategies are critical for conducting rigorous research and advancing knowledge in
a field. By using systematic approaches, researchers can ensure that their literature reviews are
comprehensive, up-to-date, and evidence-based, leading to more robust and impactful research outcomes.

Read online: https://certificates.gsbf.co.uk/guides/3159623/literature-
review-strategies

Greenwich School of Business and Finance · 23 Jun 2026


