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Key Terms and Vocabulary

In the realm of surrogacy, legal frameworks play a crucial role in determining the rights and responsibilities
of all parties involved. Understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to international perspectives on
surrogacy laws is essential for grasping the complexities of this evolving field. Below, we delve into the
essential terms and concepts that shape the legal landscape of surrogacy across the globe.

Surrogacy: Surrogacy is a method of assisted reproduction where a woman carries a pregnancy for another
individual or couple. There are two main types of surrogacy: traditional surrogacy, where the surrogate's
own egg is used, and gestational surrogacy, where the surrogate carries an embryo created using the
intended parents' or donors' genetic material.

Intended Parents: The individuals or couples who commission a surrogacy arrangement and intend to raise
the child once born. Intended parents may be heterosexual or same-sex couples, single individuals, or
individuals who are unable to carry a pregnancy themselves due to medical reasons.

Surrogate: The woman who carries the pregnancy for the intended parents. Surrogates may be
compensated or altruistic, and they play a critical role in helping others achieve their dream of parenthood.

Compensated Surrogacy: A surrogacy arrangement where the surrogate receives financial compensation
beyond reimbursement for medical and other expenses. Compensated surrogacy is legal in some
jurisdictions but prohibited in others.

Altruistic Surrogacy: A surrogacy arrangement where the surrogate does not receive financial compensation
beyond reimbursement for medical and other expenses. Altruistic surrogacy is permitted in many countries
as a means to prevent exploitation of women for reproductive purposes.

Traditional Surrogacy: A type of surrogacy where the surrogate's own egg is fertilized with the intended
father's sperm or donor sperm through artificial insemination. Traditional surrogacy raises unique legal and
ethical considerations due to the genetic link between the surrogate and the child.

Gestational Surrogacy: A type of surrogacy where the surrogate carries an embryo created using the
intended parents' or donors' genetic material through in vitro fertilization (IVF). Gestational surrogacy is the
most common form of surrogacy today and typically involves less legal ambiguity than traditional
surrogacy.
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Parentage Order: A court order that legally recognizes the intended parents as the legal parents of a child
born through surrogacy. Parentage orders are essential for establishing the parental rights and
responsibilities of the intended parents and ensuring the child's legal security.

Genetic Link: The biological connection between a child born through surrogacy and the genetic material of
the intended parents or donors. In gestational surrogacy, the child has no genetic link to the surrogate,
while in traditional surrogacy, the child shares genetic material with the surrogate.

Pre-Birth Orders: Court orders obtained before the birth of a child born through surrogacy that establish the
intended parents as the legal parents upon birth. Pre-birth orders streamline the legal process and ensure
that the intended parents are recognized as the child's legal parents immediately after birth.

Post-Birth Orders: Court orders obtained after the birth of a child born through surrogacy that establish the
intended parents as the legal parents retroactively. Post-birth orders may be necessary in jurisdictions
where pre-birth orders are not permitted or in cases where legal issues arise after the child's birth.

Surrogacy Agreement: A legally binding contract between the intended parents and the surrogate that
outlines the rights, responsibilities, and expectations of all parties involved in the surrogacy arrangement.
Surrogacy agreements address issues such as compensation, medical care, parental rights, and
confidentiality.

Surrogacy Agency: An organization that facilitates surrogacy arrangements by matching intended parents
with surrogates, providing legal and medical support, and overseeing the surrogacy process. Surrogacy
agencies play a crucial role in ensuring that surrogacy arrangements are conducted ethically and legally.

Embryo Transfer: The process of transferring an embryo created through IVF into the surrogate's uterus to
initiate a pregnancy. Embryo transfer is a key step in the gestational surrogacy process and requires careful
coordination between the intended parents, surrogate, and medical professionals.

Legal Parent: The individual or individuals recognized as the legal parents of a child under the law. In
surrogacy arrangements, the legal parentage of the child may vary depending on the jurisdiction and the
type of surrogacy involved.

Surrogacy Regulation: Laws, regulations, and guidelines that govern the practice of surrogacy within a
particular jurisdiction. Surrogacy regulation aims to protect the rights of all parties involved, prevent
exploitation, and ensure the welfare of the children born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Law: The body of laws and legal principles that govern surrogacy arrangements, parentage
determination, and the rights and responsibilities of the parties involved. Surrogacy laws vary widely across
countries and states, leading to a complex legal landscape for individuals seeking surrogacy.

Legal Parentage: The legal status of being recognized as a parent under the law. Legal parentage may be
established through genetic connection, birth, adoption, or court order, depending on the jurisdiction and
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the circumstances of the child's birth.

Surrogacy Ban: A prohibition on surrogacy arrangements imposed by a government or legal authority.
Surrogacy bans may be motivated by concerns about exploitation, commodification of children, or ethical
considerations surrounding assisted reproduction.

Surrogacy Rights: The legal rights and protections afforded to surrogates, intended parents, and children
born through surrogacy. Surrogacy rights encompass issues such as parental recognition, access to medical
care, financial compensation, and confidentiality.

Embryo Donation: The donation of embryos created through IVF to individuals or couples seeking to
conceive a child. Embryo donation allows individuals to become parents using donated genetic material and
may be an alternative to surrogacy for some individuals.

Surrogacy Tourism: The practice of traveling to another country to engage in surrogacy due to legal
restrictions, cost considerations, or other factors. Surrogacy tourism raises ethical and legal concerns related
to cross-border reproduction and the rights of children born through international surrogacy.

Legal Guardian: An individual appointed by the court to make legal decisions on behalf of a child who is not
under the care of their biological or adoptive parents. Legal guardians may be designated in cases where
parentage is disputed or in situations where the child's welfare is at risk.

Embryo Screening: The process of screening embryos created through IVF for genetic abnormalities or
other characteristics. Embryo screening allows intended parents to select embryos with the highest chance
of implantation and healthy development during the surrogacy process.

Surrogacy Ethics: The ethical considerations that guide the practice of surrogacy, including issues such as
autonomy, consent, exploitation, and the best interests of the child. Surrogacy ethics play a crucial role in
shaping public policy, legal frameworks, and professional standards in the field of assisted reproduction.

Legal Recognition: The formal acknowledgment of a surrogacy arrangement by the legal system, which may
include court orders, birth certificates, and other legal documents. Legal recognition is essential for
establishing the rights and responsibilities of all parties involved in a surrogacy arrangement.

Surrogacy Legislation: Statutes and laws enacted by governments to regulate surrogacy practices,
parentage determination, and the rights of individuals involved in surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy
legislation varies widely across countries and states, reflecting diverse cultural, social, and legal norms.

Surrogacy Challenges: The legal, ethical, social, and practical challenges that arise in the context of
surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy challenges may include issues such as parentage disputes, financial
exploitation, medical risks, and cross-border legal conflicts.

Legal Framework: The overarching structure of laws, regulations, and guidelines that govern surrogacy
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practices within a particular jurisdiction. The legal framework provides the foundation for addressing legal
issues, protecting the rights of all parties, and ensuring the welfare of children born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Court: A specialized court or judicial body that handles legal matters related to surrogacy,
including parentage determinations, surrogacy agreements, and disputes arising from surrogacy
arrangements. Surrogacy courts play a critical role in resolving legal issues and ensuring the fair treatment
of all parties involved.

Surrogacy Consultation: A professional consultation with legal, medical, or ethical experts to discuss
surrogacy options, legal considerations, and practical issues related to surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy
consultations help intended parents and surrogates make informed decisions and navigate the complexities
of the surrogacy process.

Surrogacy Registry: A centralized database or registry that collects information on surrogacy arrangements,
intended parents, surrogates, and children born through surrogacy. Surrogacy registries may be used to
track surrogacy trends, monitor compliance with surrogacy laws, and protect the rights of individuals
involved in surrogacy.

Surrogacy Mediation: A facilitated process of resolving disputes, clarifying issues, and reaching agreements
between intended parents and surrogates in a surrogacy arrangement. Surrogacy mediation helps parties
communicate effectively, address concerns, and find mutually acceptable solutions in a non-adversarial
manner.

Surrogacy Support: Emotional, practical, and legal support services provided to intended parents,
surrogates, and children born through surrogacy. Surrogacy support may include counseling, financial
assistance, medical care, and advocacy to help individuals navigate the challenges of the surrogacy journey.

Surrogacy Advocacy: The promotion of surrogacy rights, ethical practices, and legal protections for
individuals involved in surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy advocacy aims to raise awareness, shape public
policy, and ensure the well-being of surrogates, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Network: A community of professionals, organizations, and individuals involved in the surrogacy
field, including surrogates, intended parents, surrogacy agencies, legal experts, and medical professionals.
Surrogacy networks provide resources, support, and information to help individuals navigate the
complexities of surrogacy.

Surrogacy Best Practices: Guidelines, standards, and recommendations for conducting ethical, legal, and
safe surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy best practices promote transparency, informed consent, and the
well-being of all parties involved in surrogacy, including surrogates, intended parents, and children born
through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Research: Academic studies, professional reports, and empirical research on surrogacy practices,

Read online: https://certificates.gsbf.co.uk/guides/3219248/
international-perspectives-on-surrogacy-laws

Greenwich School of Business and Finance · 26 Jun 2026



G U I D E

outcomes, and trends. Surrogacy research contributes to our understanding of the legal, ethical, and social
implications of surrogacy and informs the development of evidence-based policies and practices in the
field.

Surrogacy Legislation: The body of laws and regulations that govern surrogacy practices, parentage
determinations, and the rights of individuals involved in surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy legislation
varies widely across countries and states, reflecting diverse cultural, social, and legal norms.

Surrogacy Rights: The legal rights and protections afforded to surrogates, intended parents, and children
born through surrogacy. Surrogacy rights encompass issues such as parental recognition, access to medical
care, financial compensation, and confidentiality.

Surrogacy Challenges: The legal, ethical, social, and practical challenges that arise in the context of
surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy challenges may include issues such as parentage disputes, financial
exploitation, medical risks, and cross-border legal conflicts.

Surrogacy Court: A specialized court or judicial body that handles legal matters related to surrogacy,
including parentage determinations, surrogacy agreements, and disputes arising from surrogacy
arrangements. Surrogacy courts play a critical role in resolving legal issues and ensuring the fair treatment
of all parties involved.

Surrogacy Consultation: A professional consultation with legal, medical, or ethical experts to discuss
surrogacy options, legal considerations, and practical issues related to surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy
consultations help intended parents and surrogates make informed decisions and navigate the complexities
of the surrogacy process.

Surrogacy Registry: A centralized database or registry that collects information on surrogacy arrangements,
intended parents, surrogates, and children born through surrogacy. Surrogacy registries may be used to
track surrogacy trends, monitor compliance with surrogacy laws, and protect the rights of individuals
involved in surrogacy.

Surrogacy Mediation: A facilitated process of resolving disputes, clarifying issues, and reaching agreements
between intended parents and surrogates in a surrogacy arrangement. Surrogacy mediation helps parties
communicate effectively, address concerns, and find mutually acceptable solutions in a non-adversarial
manner.

Surrogacy Support: Emotional, practical, and legal support services provided to intended parents,
surrogates, and children born through surrogacy. Surrogacy support may include counseling, financial
assistance, medical care, and advocacy to help individuals navigate the challenges of the surrogacy journey.

Surrogacy Advocacy: The promotion of surrogacy rights, ethical practices, and legal protections for
individuals involved in surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy advocacy aims to raise awareness, shape public
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policy, and ensure the well-being of surrogates, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Network: A community of professionals, organizations, and individuals involved in the surrogacy
field, including surrogates, intended parents, surrogacy agencies, legal experts, and medical professionals.
Surrogacy networks provide resources, support, and information to help individuals navigate the
complexities of surrogacy.

Surrogacy Best Practices: Guidelines, standards, and recommendations for conducting ethical, legal, and
safe surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy best practices promote transparency, informed consent, and the
well-being of all parties involved in surrogacy, including surrogates, intended parents, and children born
through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Research: Academic studies, professional reports, and empirical research on surrogacy practices,
outcomes, and trends. Surrogacy research contributes to our understanding of the legal, ethical, and social
implications of surrogacy and informs the development of evidence-based policies and practices in the
field.

Conclusion

Understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to international perspectives on surrogacy laws is
essential for navigating the complex legal landscape of surrogacy. By familiarizing oneself with these
essential concepts, individuals can make informed decisions, advocate for their rights, and ensure the
ethical and legal conduct of surrogacy arrangements. As surrogacy continues to evolve and gain
prominence on the global stage, a solid grasp of the terminology and principles that underpin surrogacy
laws is indispensable for all stakeholders involved in the surrogacy journey.

Surrogacy Laws: Surrogacy laws refer to the legal framework that governs the practice of surrogacy in
different countries around the world. These laws regulate the rights and responsibilities of intended parents,
surrogate mothers, and the child born through surrogacy.

International Perspectives: International perspectives on surrogacy laws refer to the varied approaches
different countries take towards regulating surrogacy arrangements. This includes differences in legal
recognition of surrogacy, eligibility criteria for intended parents and surrogate mothers, and the rights of
the child born through surrogacy.

Legal Framework: The legal framework for surrogacy includes statutes, regulations, and case law that govern
the practice of surrogacy within a particular jurisdiction. This framework outlines the rights and obligations
of all parties involved in a surrogacy arrangement.

Global Certificate Course in Surrogacy Legal Framework: The Global Certificate Course in Surrogacy Legal
Framework provides participants with a comprehensive understanding of the legal aspects of surrogacy
from an international perspective. This course covers key topics such as legal recognition of surrogacy,
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parentage laws, and ethical considerations in surrogacy.

Intended Parents: Intended parents are individuals or couples who commission a surrogacy arrangement
with the goal of having a child. Intended parents may be unable to conceive a child naturally or carry a
pregnancy to term for medical reasons.

Surrogate Mother: A surrogate mother is a woman who carries a pregnancy on behalf of intended parents
and agrees to relinquish parental rights to the child born through surrogacy. Surrogate mothers may be
compensated for their services, depending on the legal framework in place.

Child Born Through Surrogacy: The child born through surrogacy is the offspring of the intended parents,
conceived through assisted reproductive technologies and carried to term by a surrogate mother. The legal
status of the child may vary depending on the jurisdiction where the surrogacy arrangement takes place.

Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART): Assisted reproductive technologies refer to medical procedures
used to facilitate conception and pregnancy, such as in vitro fertilization (IVF), intracytoplasmic sperm
injection (ICSI), and embryo transfer. These technologies play a crucial role in surrogacy arrangements.

Traditional Surrogacy: Traditional surrogacy involves the use of the surrogate mother's own eggs to
conceive a child, making her the biological mother of the child. In traditional surrogacy, the surrogate
mother is genetically related to the child she carries.

Gestational Surrogacy: Gestational surrogacy involves the use of assisted reproductive technologies to
create an embryo using the intended parents' gametes or donor gametes, which is then transferred to the
surrogate mother for gestation. In gestational surrogacy, the surrogate mother is not genetically related to
the child she carries.

Commercial Surrogacy: Commercial surrogacy refers to surrogacy arrangements where the surrogate
mother receives financial compensation for carrying a pregnancy on behalf of intended parents.
Commercial surrogacy is legal in some countries but prohibited in others due to ethical concerns.

Altruistic Surrogacy: Altruistic surrogacy involves surrogacy arrangements where the surrogate mother does
not receive financial compensation beyond reimbursement for medical expenses and other related costs.
Altruistic surrogacy is often seen as a more ethical and altruistic form of surrogacy.

Parentage Laws: Parentage laws determine the legal parentage of a child born through surrogacy, outlining
the rights and responsibilities of intended parents and surrogate mothers. These laws vary widely across
jurisdictions and can impact the recognition of parental rights in surrogacy arrangements.

Legal Recognition of Surrogacy: Legal recognition of surrogacy refers to the extent to which surrogacy
arrangements are legally recognized and enforced within a particular jurisdiction. Some countries have
specific legislation that governs surrogacy, while others may have no laws or regulations in place.
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Best Interests of the Child: The best interests of the child is a legal principle that prioritizes the well-being
and welfare of the child in all decisions and actions that may affect them. In surrogacy arrangements, the
best interests of the child are paramount and must be considered in determining parental rights and
responsibilities.

Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations in surrogacy include issues related to autonomy, consent,
exploitation, commodification of children, and the welfare of all parties involved in the surrogacy
arrangement. Ethical guidelines help ensure that surrogacy is conducted in a responsible and ethical
manner.

Legal Challenges: Legal challenges in surrogacy may arise due to inconsistencies in surrogacy laws across
jurisdictions, disputes over parentage rights, issues related to international surrogacy arrangements, and
concerns about the exploitation of surrogate mothers. Resolving these challenges requires a nuanced
understanding of surrogacy laws and regulations.

Regulation of Surrogacy: The regulation of surrogacy involves the establishment of laws, policies, and
guidelines that govern the practice of surrogacy to protect the rights and interests of all parties involved.
Effective regulation helps prevent exploitation and ensure ethical conduct in surrogacy arrangements.

International Surrogacy: International surrogacy refers to surrogacy arrangements where intended parents
and surrogate mothers are located in different countries. International surrogacy presents unique legal and
logistical challenges, including issues related to parentage laws, citizenship, and cross-border reproductive
care.

Cross-Border Reproductive Care: Cross-border reproductive care involves individuals or couples traveling to
another country to access assisted reproductive technologies, including surrogacy. This practice raises legal,
ethical, and practical considerations related to parentage, citizenship, and the rights of the child.

Legal Protections for Surrogate Mothers: Legal protections for surrogate mothers include safeguards to
ensure their autonomy, well-being, and rights are respected throughout the surrogacy process. These
protections may include informed consent, access to medical care, and the right to legal representation.

Registries and Reporting Requirements: Registries and reporting requirements for surrogacy involve the
collection of data on surrogacy arrangements to monitor compliance with laws and regulations, ensure
transparency, and protect the rights of all parties involved. These mechanisms help track surrogacy trends
and address potential issues.

Compensation and Expenses: Compensation and expenses in surrogacy refer to the financial arrangements
between intended parents and surrogate mothers, including payment for medical expenses, lost wages, and
compensation for carrying a pregnancy. Clear guidelines on compensation help prevent exploitation and
ensure fair treatment of surrogate mothers.
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Legal Recognition of Parental Rights: Legal recognition of parental rights in surrogacy determines who has
the legal rights and responsibilities of parenthood over the child born through surrogacy. This includes
issues such as birth certificates, custody, and adoption in cases where parentage laws may be unclear or
contested.

International Adoption: International adoption involves the adoption of a child from another country by
individuals or couples who are not the child's biological parents. International adoption is a separate legal
process from surrogacy and requires adherence to international adoption laws and conventions.

Embryo Donation: Embryo donation involves the transfer of unused embryos from one couple to another
for the purpose of conception. Embryo donation may be used in surrogacy arrangements when intended
parents are unable to produce viable embryos or prefer to use donor embryos.

Legal Precedents: Legal precedents are past court decisions that serve as a basis for interpreting and
applying the law in similar cases. In surrogacy, legal precedents help establish guidelines for resolving
disputes, determining parentage, and upholding the rights of all parties involved.

Parental Orders: Parental orders are court orders that transfer legal parentage from the surrogate mother to
the intended parents in surrogacy arrangements. Parental orders are essential for establishing parental
rights and responsibilities over the child born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Agencies: Surrogacy agencies are organizations that facilitate surrogacy arrangements by
connecting intended parents with surrogate mothers, providing support and guidance throughout the
process. Surrogacy agencies may offer legal, medical, and emotional services to clients seeking to build
their families through surrogacy.

Embryo Transfer: Embryo transfer is the process of placing a fertilized embryo into the uterus of the
surrogate mother for implantation and gestation. This procedure is a crucial step in assisted reproductive
technologies such as IVF and is essential for achieving a successful pregnancy in surrogacy.

Genetic Testing: Genetic testing involves analyzing an individual's DNA to identify genetic disorders,
determine paternity, or assess the genetic compatibility of embryos in assisted reproductive technologies.
Genetic testing may be used in surrogacy to screen for genetic conditions and ensure the health of the
child.

Surrogacy Agreements: Surrogacy agreements are legal contracts that outline the terms and conditions of
the surrogacy arrangement, including the rights and responsibilities of all parties involved. These
agreements cover issues such as compensation, medical care, confidentiality, and parental rights.

Medical Screening: Medical screening involves evaluating the health and fitness of intended parents,
surrogate mothers, and gamete donors to ensure they meet the necessary criteria for participating in a
surrogacy arrangement. Medical screening helps prevent health risks and complications during pregnancy.
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Embryo Quality: Embryo quality refers to the viability and developmental potential of embryos created
through assisted reproductive technologies. High-quality embryos have a better chance of implantation and
successful pregnancy in surrogacy arrangements.

Legal Disputes: Legal disputes in surrogacy may arise due to disagreements over parentage, compensation,
medical care, or the interpretation of surrogacy agreements. Resolving legal disputes requires legal
expertise, communication, and adherence to applicable laws and regulations.

Intended Parent Support: Intended parent support refers to the emotional, psychological, and practical
assistance provided to individuals or couples undergoing surrogacy to help them navigate the challenges
and complexities of the surrogacy process. Support services may include counseling, education, and peer
mentorship.

Surrogate Mother Recruitment: Surrogate mother recruitment involves the process of identifying and
selecting women who are willing to carry a pregnancy on behalf of intended parents. Surrogate mother
recruitment may be conducted through surrogacy agencies, fertility clinics, or online platforms.

Legal Consultation: Legal consultation in surrogacy involves seeking advice and guidance from legal
professionals who specialize in surrogacy laws and regulations. Legal consultation is essential for
understanding the legal implications of surrogacy, protecting rights, and ensuring compliance with
applicable laws.

Surrogacy Legislation: Surrogacy legislation refers to the laws and regulations that govern the practice of
surrogacy within a particular jurisdiction. Surrogacy legislation may cover issues such as parentage,
compensation, medical standards, and the rights of surrogate mothers and intended parents.

Embryo Freezing: Embryo freezing, also known as cryopreservation, involves preserving embryos at sub-
zero temperatures for future use in assisted reproductive technologies. Embryo freezing allows intended
parents to store embryos for later transfer in surrogacy arrangements.

Legal Documentation: Legal documentation in surrogacy includes contracts, agreements, consent forms,
and other legal instruments that formalize the rights and obligations of all parties involved in the surrogacy
process. Proper legal documentation is essential for protecting the interests of surrogate mothers and
intended parents.

Surrogacy Insurance: Surrogacy insurance provides financial protection for intended parents and surrogate
mothers in case of medical complications, pregnancy loss, or other unforeseen events during the surrogacy
process. Surrogacy insurance helps mitigate financial risks and ensure the well-being of all parties involved.

International Surrogacy Agreements: International surrogacy agreements are legal contracts that govern
surrogacy arrangements between intended parents and surrogate mothers located in different countries.
These agreements must comply with the laws and regulations of each jurisdiction to ensure the rights of all
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parties are protected.

Legal Compliance: Legal compliance in surrogacy involves adhering to the laws, regulations, and guidelines
that govern the practice of surrogacy to ensure the rights and interests of all parties are respected. Legal
compliance is essential for protecting the well-being of surrogate mothers, intended parents, and children
born through surrogacy.

Surrogacy Ethics Committees: Surrogacy ethics committees are multidisciplinary bodies that review and
assess the ethical implications of surrogacy arrangements to ensure that they are conducted in a
responsible and ethical manner. Ethics committees help address ethical dilemmas, conflicts of interest, and
potential abuses in surrogacy.

Legal Framework Evaluation: Legal framework evaluation involves assessing the effectiveness, fairness, and
ethical soundness of surrogacy laws and regulations to identify areas for improvement and reform. Legal
framework evaluation helps ensure that surrogacy laws are in line with international standards and best
practices.

Surrogacy Research: Surrogacy research involves studying the social, legal, ethical, and medical aspects of
surrogacy to advance knowledge, inform policy decisions, and improve the practice of surrogacy. Research
on surrogacy helps identify trends, challenges, and opportunities for enhancing the regulation and
implementation of surrogacy laws.

International Surrogacy Networks: International surrogacy networks are collaborative platforms that connect
intended parents, surrogate mothers, legal professionals, and other stakeholders involved in surrogacy
arrangements across different countries. These networks facilitate communication, support, and
coordination in international surrogacy cases.

Legal Advocacy: Legal advocacy in surrogacy involves promoting the rights and interests of surrogate
mothers, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy by advocating for legal reforms, policy
changes, and improved protections within the surrogacy framework. Legal advocacy helps address gaps,
injustices, and inequalities in surrogacy laws.

Surrogacy Mediation: Surrogacy mediation is a voluntary process that helps parties involved in surrogacy
arrangements resolve disputes, clarify expectations, and reach mutually acceptable agreements with the
assistance of a neutral mediator. Surrogacy mediation promotes communication, collaboration, and positive
outcomes in surrogacy cases.

Legal Capacity Building: Legal capacity building in surrogacy involves enhancing the knowledge, skills, and
resources of legal professionals, policymakers, and stakeholders to effectively navigate the complex legal
landscape of surrogacy laws and regulations. Capacity building promotes legal literacy, compliance, and
accountability in surrogacy practice.
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Surrogacy Rights Advocacy: Surrogacy rights advocacy focuses on promoting the rights and dignity of
surrogate mothers, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy by advocating for legal
recognition, protection, and empowerment within the surrogacy framework. Rights advocacy aims to ensure
that all parties are treated fairly and respectfully in surrogacy arrangements.

Legal Training Programs: Legal training programs in surrogacy provide education, skills development, and
professional training for legal professionals, policymakers, and other stakeholders involved in surrogacy
practice. These programs enhance legal knowledge, ethical awareness, and regulatory compliance in
surrogacy arrangements.

Surrogacy Guidelines: Surrogacy guidelines are recommendations, standards, and best practices that inform
the conduct of surrogacy arrangements to promote ethical conduct, legal compliance, and the protection of
all parties involved. Guidelines help ensure that surrogacy is carried out responsibly and transparently in
accordance with international norms.

International Surrogacy Conventions: International surrogacy conventions are international agreements,
treaties, or protocols that establish common principles, guidelines, and standards for the practice of
surrogacy across different countries. These conventions promote cooperation, harmonization, and mutual
understanding in international surrogacy cases.

Legal Harmonization: Legal harmonization involves aligning surrogacy laws, regulations, and practices
across different jurisdictions to promote consistency, clarity, and mutual recognition of rights and
obligations in surrogacy arrangements. Harmonization helps reduce conflicts, uncertainties, and disparities
in surrogacy law.

Surrogacy Policy Development: Surrogacy policy development involves formulating, implementing, and
evaluating policies that govern the practice of surrogacy to protect the rights, well-being, and interests of all
parties involved. Policy development aims to create a supportive, transparent, and ethical environment for
surrogacy practice.

Legal Compliance Monitoring: Legal compliance monitoring in surrogacy involves overseeing and assessing
adherence to surrogacy laws, regulations, and guidelines to ensure that the rights and responsibilities of
surrogate mothers, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy are upheld. Monitoring helps
detect and address violations, abuses, and gaps in the surrogacy framework.

Surrogacy Law Reform: Surrogacy law reform involves updating, revising, and improving surrogacy laws and
regulations to address emerging challenges, protect the rights of all parties, and enhance the ethical and
legal standards of surrogacy practice. Law reform aims to promote fairness, accountability, and transparency
in surrogacy arrangements.

International Surrogacy Treaties: International surrogacy treaties are formal agreements between countries
that establish rules, procedures, and mechanisms for regulating international surrogacy arrangements and
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protecting the rights of surrogate mothers, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy. These
treaties promote cooperation, coordination, and mutual respect in cross-border surrogacy cases.

International Perspectives on Surrogacy Laws

Surrogacy is a complex and controversial practice that involves a woman carrying a pregnancy for intended
parents, either genetically related or not, with the intention of relinquishing the child after birth. The legal
framework surrounding surrogacy varies greatly from one country to another, leading to a wide range of
perspectives on the practice. In this course, we will explore the global landscape of surrogacy laws,
examining different approaches, challenges, and ethical considerations.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Surrogacy: Surrogacy is the process where a woman carries a pregnancy for intended parents with the
intention of handing over the child after birth. There are two main types of surrogacy: traditional surrogacy,
where the surrogate is genetically related to the child, and gestational surrogacy, where the surrogate has
no genetic connection to the child.

2. Intended Parents: The intended parents are the individuals or couples who commission the surrogacy
arrangement. They may provide genetic material for the child or use donor gametes or embryos.

3. Surrogate: The surrogate, also known as the gestational carrier, is the woman who carries the pregnancy
for the intended parents. The surrogate may or may not have a genetic connection to the child.

4. Genetic Parentage: Genetic parentage refers to the biological relationship between the child and the
individuals who provide the genetic material for conception. In surrogacy, genetic parentage can be a
complex issue, especially in cases of gestational surrogacy where the surrogate has no genetic connection
to the child.

5. Legal Parentage: Legal parentage refers to the individuals who are recognized as the parents of the child
under the law. In surrogacy arrangements, legal parentage can be a contentious issue, especially in
jurisdictions where surrogacy is not regulated or is prohibited.

6. Pre-Implantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD): PGD is a procedure used during in vitro fertilization to screen
embryos for genetic conditions before implantation. PGD can be used in surrogacy to ensure that the
embryo transferred to the surrogate does not carry genetic diseases.

7. Compensation: Compensation refers to the financial remuneration provided to the surrogate for carrying
the pregnancy. Compensation practices vary widely around the world, with some countries allowing
commercial surrogacy arrangements and others prohibiting any form of payment.

8. Altruistic Surrogacy: Altruistic surrogacy is a surrogacy arrangement where the surrogate receives no
financial compensation beyond reimbursement for medical and other expenses related to the pregnancy.
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Altruistic surrogacy is legal in some countries where commercial surrogacy is prohibited.

9. Commercial Surrogacy: Commercial surrogacy is a surrogacy arrangement where the surrogate receives
financial compensation beyond reimbursement for expenses. Commercial surrogacy is legal in some
countries but is banned or heavily regulated in others due to concerns about exploitation and
commodification of women's bodies.

10. Regulation: Regulation refers to the legal framework that governs surrogacy arrangements within a
specific jurisdiction. Regulation can cover issues such as eligibility criteria for surrogates and intended
parents, compensation, parentage determination, and the rights and responsibilities of all parties involved.

11. Hague Conference on Private International Law: The Hague Conference on Private International Law is
an international organization that develops multilateral treaties and conventions to harmonize private
international law across different jurisdictions. The Hague Conference has addressed issues related to
surrogacy and parentage, including the 2019 Hague Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of
Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial Matters.

12. Best Interests of the Child: The best interests of the child is a legal principle that prioritizes the well-
being and welfare of the child in any decision or action that may affect them. In surrogacy cases, the best
interests of the child are a central consideration in determining parentage, custody, and other legal issues.

13. Medical Tourism: Medical tourism refers to the practice of traveling to another country to access medical
treatments or procedures that may not be available or affordable in one's own country. Surrogacy is a
common form of medical tourism, with intended parents seeking surrogacy services in countries where
regulations are more permissive or costs are lower.

14. Parentage Order: A parentage order is a court order that legally recognizes the intended parents as the
legal parents of the child born through surrogacy. Parentage orders are necessary in many jurisdictions to
establish legal parentage and secure the rights and responsibilities of the intended parents.

15. Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART): Assisted reproductive technology refers to medical procedures
used to facilitate conception and pregnancy, including in vitro fertilization, embryo transfer, and egg or
sperm donation. ART plays a central role in surrogacy arrangements, particularly in cases of gestational
surrogacy.

16. Bioethics: Bioethics is the study of ethical issues arising in the fields of biology, medicine, and
biotechnology. Surrogacy raises complex bioethical questions related to reproductive rights,
commodification of the body, and the welfare of the child, surrogate, and intended parents.

17. Reproductive Rights: Reproductive rights are the rights of individuals to make decisions about their
reproductive health and family planning. Surrogacy intersects with reproductive rights by raising questions
about autonomy, consent, and the right to access assisted reproductive technologies.
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18. Abortion: Abortion is the termination of a pregnancy before the fetus is viable outside the womb. In
surrogacy, issues related to abortion can arise if the surrogate or intended parents disagree on whether to
terminate the pregnancy in cases of fetal anomalies or health risks.

19. Informed Consent: Informed consent is the voluntary agreement of an individual to participate in a
medical procedure or research study after being fully informed of the risks, benefits, and alternatives. In
surrogacy, all parties involved should provide informed consent to ensure that they understand the
implications of the arrangement.

20. Medical Screening: Medical screening is the process of evaluating the health and medical history of
individuals to assess their suitability for a medical procedure or treatment. Surrogates, intended parents,
and donors undergo medical screening to ensure the safety and success of the surrogacy arrangement.

21. Embryo Transfer: Embryo transfer is the procedure used in in vitro fertilization to transfer embryos into
the uterus of the surrogate for implantation. Embryo transfer is a critical step in the surrogacy process that
requires careful coordination and monitoring.

22. Birth Certificate: A birth certificate is a legal document that records the birth of a child and identifies the
parents. In surrogacy cases, the birth certificate may need to be amended or reissued to reflect the intended
parents as the legal parents of the child.

23. Surrogacy Agreement: A surrogacy agreement is a legal contract between the surrogate and intended
parents that outlines the rights, responsibilities, and expectations of all parties involved in the surrogacy
arrangement. Surrogacy agreements typically cover issues such as compensation, medical care, and
parentage determination.

24. Embryo Donation: Embryo donation is the transfer of unused embryos from one couple undergoing
fertility treatment to another individual or couple for the purpose of conception. Embryo donation can be a
form of surrogacy when the recipient uses a surrogate to carry the donated embryos.

25. Post-Birth Orders: Post-birth orders are court orders that are issued after the birth of the child in a
surrogacy arrangement to establish legal parentage. Post-birth orders are necessary in some jurisdictions to
transfer parental rights from the surrogate to the intended parents.

26. Surrogacy Agencies: Surrogacy agencies are organizations that facilitate surrogacy arrangements by
matching intended parents with surrogates, providing support and guidance throughout the process.
Surrogacy agencies play a key role in managing the logistics and legal aspects of surrogacy arrangements.

27. Surrogacy Laws: Surrogacy laws are the legal statutes and regulations that govern surrogacy
arrangements within a specific jurisdiction. Surrogacy laws vary widely around the world, with some
countries banning surrogacy outright, others allowing only altruistic surrogacy, and still others permitting
commercial surrogacy under certain conditions.
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28. Embryo Cryopreservation: Embryo cryopreservation, also known as embryo freezing, is a procedure used
in assisted reproductive technology to preserve embryos for future use. Embryo cryopreservation is
commonly used in surrogacy to store embryos until they are ready to be transferred to the surrogate's
uterus.

29. Surrogacy Tourism: Surrogacy tourism refers to the practice of traveling to another country to engage in
surrogacy arrangements due to legal restrictions or cost considerations in one's home country. Surrogacy
tourism raises concerns about exploitation, legal uncertainties, and the rights of all parties involved.

30. Legal Recognition: Legal recognition refers to the formal acknowledgment of the status and rights of
individuals or relationships under the law. In the context of surrogacy, legal recognition is critical to ensure
that the intended parents are recognized as the legal parents of the child and have the rights and
responsibilities that come with parenthood.

31. Embryo Reduction: Embryo reduction is a procedure used in cases of multiple pregnancies to reduce the
number of embryos implanted in the uterus to a manageable number. Embryo reduction may be necessary
in surrogacy cases where multiple embryos are transferred to increase the chances of successful pregnancy.

32. Surrogacy Commissioning: Surrogacy commissioning refers to the process of commissioning or
arranging a surrogacy agreement between intended parents and a surrogate. Surrogacy commissioning
involves legal, medical, and logistical considerations to ensure a successful and ethical surrogacy
arrangement.

33. Surrogacy Regulation: Surrogacy regulation refers to the laws and policies that govern surrogacy
practices within a specific jurisdiction. Surrogacy regulation may cover issues such as eligibility criteria for
surrogates and intended parents, compensation, parentage determination, and the rights and
responsibilities of all parties involved.

34. Surrogacy Contracts: Surrogacy contracts are legal agreements between the surrogate and intended
parents that outline the terms and conditions of the surrogacy arrangement. Surrogacy contracts typically
cover issues such as compensation, medical care, parentage determination, and dispute resolution
mechanisms.

35. Surrogacy Legislation: Surrogacy legislation refers to the laws enacted by governments to regulate
surrogacy practices within their jurisdiction. Surrogacy legislation may vary widely from country to country,
with some jurisdictions permitting surrogacy under certain conditions and others banning the practice
altogether.

36. Surrogacy Court Orders: Surrogacy court orders are judicial orders issued by a court to establish legal
parentage in surrogacy cases. Surrogacy court orders are necessary in many jurisdictions to transfer parental
rights from the surrogate to the intended parents and ensure the legal recognition of the intended parents
as the child's parents.
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37. Surrogacy Ethics: Surrogacy ethics refers to the ethical considerations and principles that guide
surrogacy practices and policies. Surrogacy raises complex ethical questions related to autonomy, consent,
exploitation, commodification, and the best interests of the child, surrogate, and intended parents.

38. Surrogacy Advocacy: Surrogacy advocacy refers to efforts to promote and protect the rights of
surrogates, intended parents, and children born through surrogacy. Surrogacy advocacy may involve legal
reform, public education, awareness campaigns, and support services for individuals involved in surrogacy
arrangements.

39. Surrogacy Guidelines: Surrogacy guidelines are recommendations and best practices developed by
professional organizations, government agencies, and advocacy groups to promote ethical and responsible
surrogacy practices. Surrogacy guidelines may cover issues such as eligibility criteria, compensation, medical
care, and parentage determination in surrogacy arrangements.

40. Surrogacy Challenges: Surrogacy challenges refer to the legal, ethical, social, and practical issues that
arise in surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy challenges may include issues such as parentage determination,
compensation, medical risks, exploitation, legal recognition, and the well-being of all parties involved in the
surrogacy process.

41. Surrogacy Risks: Surrogacy risks refer to the potential negative consequences or uncertainties associated
with surrogacy arrangements. Surrogacy risks may include legal disputes, medical complications, emotional
challenges, financial burdens, and social stigma for surrogates, intended parents, and children born through
surrogacy.

42. Surrogacy Debates: Surrogacy debates are ongoing discussions and controversies surrounding the
practice of surrogacy. Surrogacy debates may involve disagreements about the ethics, legality, and social
implications of surrogacy, as well as differing perspectives on the rights and responsibilities of surrogates,
intended parents, and children born through surrogacy.

43. Surrogacy Research: Surrogacy research refers to academic studies, empirical research, and scholarly
publications that investigate the social, legal, ethical, and psychological aspects of surrogacy. Surrogacy
research contributes to a better understanding of the complexities and challenges of surrogacy and informs
policy and practice in the field.

44. Surrogacy Trends: Surrogacy trends refer to the patterns, developments, and changes in surrogacy
practices and policies over time. Surrogacy trends may include shifts in regulations, advancements in
assisted reproductive technology, changes in public attitudes toward surrogacy, and emerging issues
related to surrogacy ethics and advocacy.

45. International Surrogacy: International surrogacy refers to surrogacy arrangements that involve parties
from different countries. International surrogacy raises unique legal, ethical, and practical challenges related
to cross-border reproduction, parentage determination, legal recognition, and the rights of all parties
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involved.

46. Cross-Border Surrogacy: Cross-border surrogacy refers to surrogacy arrangements where the intended
parents, surrogate, or embryo donors reside in different countries. Cross-border surrogacy can complicate
legal and jurisdictional issues, leading to challenges in establishing parentage, enforcing contracts, and
protecting the rights of all parties involved.

47. Surrogacy Agreements: Surrogacy agreements are legally binding contracts between the surrogate and
intended parents that outline the terms and conditions of the surrogacy arrangement. Surrogacy
agreements typically cover issues such as compensation, medical care, parentage determination,
confidentiality, and dispute resolution mechanisms.

48. Surrogacy Laws: Surrogacy laws are the statutes, regulations, and case law that govern surrogacy
practices within a specific jurisdiction. Surrogacy laws may vary widely from country to country, with some
jurisdictions permitting surrogacy under certain conditions, others banning the practice outright, and still
others having no specific laws addressing surrogacy.

49. Surrogacy Regulation: Surrogacy regulation refers to the legal framework that governs surrogacy
arrangements within a specific jurisdiction. Surrogacy regulation may cover issues such as eligibility criteria
for surrogates and intended parents, compensation, parentage determination, medical screening, and the
rights and responsibilities of all parties involved.

50. Surrogacy Policies: Surrogacy policies are the guidelines, directives, and procedures established by
governments, professional organizations, and advocacy groups to regulate surrogacy practices. Surrogacy
policies may address issues such as eligibility criteria, compensation limits, medical standards, parentage
determination, and the rights and responsibilities of surrogates, intended parents, and children born
through surrogacy.

In conclusion, the field of international surrogacy is a complex and rapidly evolving area of law and ethics.
Understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to surrogacy laws is essential for navigating the legal,
ethical, and practical challenges of surrogacy arrangements. By exploring the diverse perspectives and
approaches to surrogacy regulation around the world, we can gain a deeper understanding of the
complexities and controversies surrounding this unique form of assisted reproduction.
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