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Advanced Certificate in Physical Education for Special Needs

Assessment and Evaluation in Special Education

Assessment and evaluation are crucial components of special education, particularly in the context of an
advanced certificate in physical education for special needs. These terms refer to the process of gathering
and interpreting information about a student's abilities, progress, and needs in order to inform instruction
and decision-making. In this explanation, we will discuss key terms and vocabulary related to assessment
and evaluation in special education.

Assessment refers to the systematic process of gathering information about a student's skills, knowledge,
and needs. This can include formal and informal assessments, such as standardized tests, curriculum-based
assessments, observations, and interviews. The purpose of assessment is to gather valid and reliable data
that can be used to inform instruction and make informed decisions about a student's educational program.

Evaluation refers to the process of interpreting and using assessment data to make decisions about a
student's educational program. This can include determining a student's eligibility for special education
services, developing an individualized education program (IEP), monitoring progress, and making decisions
about program modifications or adaptations. Evaluation should be based on multiple sources of data and
should be ongoing, so that decisions can be made in a timely and informed manner.

Formative assessment is a type of assessment that is used to monitor student learning and progress during
instruction. Formative assessments are typically informal and ongoing, and are used to provide feedback to
teachers and students about areas of strength and weakness. Examples of formative assessments include
observations, quizzes, and class discussions.

Summative assessment is a type of assessment that is used to evaluate student learning and performance at
the end of a unit or course. Summative assessments are typically more formal and standardized, and are
used to provide information about a student's overall achievement and progress. Examples of summative
assessments include standardized tests, final exams, and end-of-unit projects.

Reliability refers to the consistency or stability of assessment data. A reliable assessment is one that
produces similar results when administered multiple times or by multiple raters. Reliability is an important
consideration in special education, as it ensures that assessment data is valid and trustworthy.

Validity refers to the accuracy or truthfulness of assessment data. A valid assessment is one that measures
what it is intended to measure and provides useful information about a student's skills, knowledge, or
needs. Validity is an important consideration in special education, as it ensures that assessment data is
relevant and meaningful.

Curriculum-based assessment is a type of assessment that is aligned with the curriculum and is used to
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monitor student progress and identify areas of need. Curriculum-based assessments can be formal or
informal, and can include a variety of measures such as curriculum-based tests, rubrics, and checklists.

Dynamic assessment is a type of assessment that involves the active participation of the assessor and the
student. Dynamic assessment is used to identify a student's learning potential and to inform instruction.
Dynamic assessment can include a variety of techniques such as probing, questioning, and feedback.

Authentic assessment is a type of assessment that is based on real-world tasks and is designed to simulate
authentic situations. Authentic assessment is used to evaluate a student'’s ability to apply knowledge and
skills in a meaningful context. Examples of authentic assessment include performances, presentations, and
projects.

Progress monitoring is the ongoing process of collecting and interpreting data about a student's progress
towards meeting their IEP goals. Progress monitoring is used to determine whether a student is making
adequate progress and to make decisions about program modifications or adaptations. Progress
monitoring can include a variety of measures such as curriculum-based assessments, observations, and
interviews.

Differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that involves tailoring instruction to meet the unique
needs and abilities of each student. Differentiated instruction can include a variety of strategies such as
modifying the curriculum, providing extra support, and offering multiple means of representation,
expression, and engagement.

Individualized education program (IEP) is a written plan that is developed for a student with a disability that
outlines the student's present levels of academic and functional performance, annual goals, and special
education and related services. The IEP is developed by a team of individuals, including the student's
parents, teachers, and other professionals, and is reviewed and updated annually.

In conclusion, assessment and evaluation are crucial components of special education, particularly in the
context of an advanced certificate in physical education for special needs. Understanding key terms and
vocabulary related to assessment and evaluation is essential for educators who work with students with
disabilities. By using a variety of assessment techniques, such as formative and summative assessments,
curriculum-based assessments, dynamic assessments, and authentic assessments, educators can gather
valid and reliable data about a student's skills, knowledge, and needs. This data can then be used to inform
instruction, make informed decisions about a student's educational program, and monitor progress towards
meeting IEP goals. Differentiated instruction and progress monitoring are also important considerations in
special education, as they ensure that instruction is tailored to meet the unique needs and abilities of each
student.
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