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Professional Certificate in Advanced Mortuary Science

Embalming Techniques

Embalming Techniques: Key Terms and Vocabulary

Embalming is a process that involves preserving a deceased body to delay decomposition. It is a common
practice in many cultures and is often performed by professionals in the field of mortuary science. There are
various techniques and methods used in embalming, each with its own set of key terms and vocabulary. In
this guide, we will explore some of the essential terms related to embalming techniques in the context of
the Professional Certificate in Advanced Mortuary Science course.

Arterial Embalming

One of the most common embalming techniques is arterial embalming, which involves injecting embalming
fluid into the arteries of the deceased to preserve the body. This process is essential for disinfection and
preservation and helps restore a natural appearance to the deceased.

Key terms related to arterial embalming include:

- Arteries: Blood vessels that carry oxygenated blood away from the heart.

- Embalming fluid: A mixture of chemicals, such as formaldehyde, that is injected into the arteries to
preserve the body.

- Injection site: The location on the body where embalming fluid is injected into the arteries.

- Drainage site: The location on the body where blood and embalming fluid are drained out of the body.

Arterial embalming is a complex process that requires skill and precision to ensure the best possible
preservation of the deceased.

Cavity Embalming

In addition to arterial embalming, cavity embalming is another important technique used in the embalming
process. This method involves the injection of embalming fluid into body cavities, such as the abdominal
cavity, to preserve internal organs.

Key terms related to cavity embalming include:

- Body cavities: Hollow spaces within the body, such as the thoracic and abdominal cavities.

- Cavity fluid: A specialized embalming fluid designed for cavity embalming.

- Trocar: A sharp tool used to puncture the body cavity and allow for the injection of embalming fluid.
- Aspiration: The process of removing gases and fluids from body cavities before injecting cavity fluid.
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Cavity embalming is crucial for ensuring thorough preservation of the internal organs and tissues of the
deceased.

Surface Embalming

Another embalming technique that is commonly used is surface embalming, which involves applying
embalming fluid directly to the skin to preserve and disinfect the body.

Key terms related to surface embalming include:

- Tissue builder: A type of embalming fluid used to restore and rebuild damaged or missing tissues.
- Surface pack: A mixture of chemicals used to treat surface areas of the body for preservation.

- Incisions: Cuts made in the skin to allow for the application of embalming fluid.

- Massage cream: A lubricant used to help distribute embalming fluid evenly across the skin.

Surface embalming is particularly important for enhancing the appearance of the deceased and ensuring a
natural and lifelike presentation.

Restorative Art

In addition to embalming techniques, restorative art plays a crucial role in the mortuary science field. This
practice involves the use of cosmetic techniques and prosthetics to restore the appearance of the deceased
for viewing purposes.

Key terms related to restorative art include:

- Wax restoration: The use of wax to fill in and repair damaged or missing areas of the body.

- Prosthetic devices: Artificial limbs, eyes, or other body parts used to replace missing or damaged features.
- Coloring agents: Cosmetics used to restore natural skin tone and color to the deceased.

- Facial reconstruction: The process of rebuilding facial features through sculpting and molding techniques.

Restorative art requires creativity and attention to detail to ensure that the deceased presents a dignified
and respectful appearance for loved ones.

Challenges and Considerations

While embalming techniques are essential for preserving and presenting the deceased, there are several
challenges and considerations that professionals in the field of mortuary science must navigate.

- Legal and ethical considerations: Professionals must adhere to strict regulations and guidelines regarding
the embalming process and the handling of human remains.

- Cultural considerations: Different cultures have varying practices and beliefs regarding death and funerary
customs, which must be respected and accommodated.

- Health and safety concerns: Embalming involves exposure to chemicals and bodily fluids, so proper
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protective measures must be taken to ensure the well-being of embalmers and other staff.
- Client expectations: Families may have specific requests or preferences for the embalming and
presentation of their loved ones, so communication and collaboration are key.

By understanding the key terms and vocabulary related to embalming techniques, professionals in the
mortuary science field can effectively carry out their duties with skill, compassion, and respect.
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