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Postgraduate Certificate in Airport Design and Construction

Airfield Pavement Design

Airfield pavement design is a critical aspect of airport design and construction, as it provides the foundation
for safe and efficient aircraft operations. The design of airfield pavements requires a thorough
understanding of the traffic loads that the pavement will be subjected to, including the weight and
frequency of aircraft movements. This information is used to determine the required thickness of the
pavement, as well as the type and quality of materials to be used.

One of the key considerations in airfield pavement design is the subgrade material, which is the native soil
or rock that the pavement is built on. The strength and stability of the subgrade material will have a
significant impact on the performance of the pavement, and must be carefully evaluated during the design
process. This may involve conducting geotechnical investigations, such as soil borings and laboratory
testing, to determine the properties of the subgrade material.

Another important factor in airfield pavement design is the drainage system, which is designed to remove
water from the pavement surface and prevent erosion and damage to the pavement. The drainage system
typically consists of a network of pipes and catch basins, which are designed to collect and convey
stormwater away from the pavement. The design of the drainage system must take into account the
topography of the airfield, as well as the intensity and duration of rainfall events.

In addition to the subgrade material and drainage system, airfield pavement design also involves the
selection of materials for the pavement layers. The most common materials used for airfield pavements are
asphalt and concrete, which are chosen for their strength, durability, and resistance to traffic loads. The
design of the pavement layers must take into account the temperature and climate of the airfield, as well as
the type and frequency of aircraft operations.

The design of airfield pavements must also consider the safety and efficiency of aircraft operations. This
includes the design of runways, taxiways, and aprons, which must be designed to provide safe and efficient
movement of aircraft. The design of these facilities must take into account the performance characteristics
of the aircraft, including their size, weight, and maneuverability.

Airfield pavement design is a complex process that requires careful consideration of a wide range of factors,
including traffic loads, subgrade material, drainage systems, materials selection, and safety and efficiency of
aircraft operations. The design process typically involves the use of computer models and simulation tools,
which can help to predict the behavior of the pavement under different loading conditions.

One of the key challenges in airfield pavement design is the need to balance cost and performance. Airfield
pavements are typically very expensive to build and maintain, and the design process must take into
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account the budget constraints of the airport operator. At the same time, the pavement must be designed
to provide safe and efficient aircraft operations, which requires a high level of quality and durability.

Another challenge in airfield pavement design is the need to accommodate future growth and development
of the airport. Airfields are typically designed to last for many years, and the design process must take into
account the potential for increased traffic and larger aircraft. This may involve designing the pavement to be
flexible and adaptable, so that it can be easily modified or upgraded in the future.

In addition to these challenges, airfield pavement design must also consider the environmental impact of
the airport. This includes the noise and pollution generated by aircraft operations, as well as the visual
impact of the airport on the surrounding landscape. The design process must take into account the
regulatory requirements and standards for environmental protection, and must strive to minimize the
negative effects of the airport on the environment.

The design of airfield pavements is a highly specialized field that requires a deep understanding of materials
science, structural engineering, and airport operations. The design process typically involves a team of
experts, including engineers, architects, and planners, who work together to create a safe and efficient
airfield pavement design.

In terms of materials, airfield pavements are typically made up of multiple layers, each with its own unique
properties and characteristics. The subgrade layer is the bottommost layer, and is typically made up of
native soil or rock. The base layer is the next layer up, and is typically made up of aggregates such as
crushed stone or gravel. The surface layer is the topmost layer, and is typically made up of asphalt or
concrete.

The design of airfield pavements must also consider the loads that the pavement will be subjected to,
including the weight and frequency of aircraft movements. This information is used to determine the
required thickness of the pavement, as well as the type and quality of materials to be used.

In addition to the structural design of the pavement, the design process must also consider the drainage
system, which is designed to remove water from the pavement surface and prevent erosion and damage to
the pavement.

The design of airfield pavements is a complex and highly specialized field that requires a deep
understanding of materials science, structural engineering, and airport operations. The design process must
take into account a wide range of factors, including traffic loads, subgrade material, drainage systems,
materials selection, and safety and efficiency of aircraft operations.
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